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The Preface. | 


His little Treatiſe was Printed in 1644. in formof a 
l . Letter : but upon peruſal, finding it was well calcula- 
ted for 1663 ; I have preſum'd to ſend it into the 
World once again, and ſuch as I found it,to a ſyllable, ſaving 
only the change of the Title,and the Addition of thu Preface. 
It came to my hand with the Authority oft a very Tudicious 
and Honourable Perſon; Whoſe Name ſhould now warrant 
it to the Publick, but that it carries its own Juſtification 
within it ſelf. | 
The Subjett it treats of, is, The Holy Diſcipline of the 
Kirk, and it is handled with that Order,Clearneſs, and Mo- 
deſty, which does abundantly witneſs the Author of it to 
have been a great Maſter both of his Pen and Paſſions, It 
exhibits, infine, The PLATFORM OF PRESBY- 
TERY; /o pertinently, and ſuccinfly couch'd. that in 
an Honrs time a man may give himſelf a full Proſpet# and 
Account of the whole Myſtery. | 


R. LEſtrange. 
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SIR, 


Eſterday you deſired me to give you ſome Proofs, by which it 
VY may appear how inconlilterit Presbyterial Government is 
with Monarchy. You were pleaſed te tell me that ſome 

good and worthy men do deſire to be ſatisfied in this Point. 
Ic ſeemerth, theſe men do not think that Presbyrerial Government is 
_ deſtruftive of the true necellary and perpetual Government of the 
Church, which is Epiſcopacy ; inltituted by Chriſt, propagated by 
his Apoſtles, and continued by uninterrupted practice above 1500 
years in the Church, and to.this day retained in the greateſt part of 
the Chriſtian World. Wedeceive our ſelves, to promiſe or expect 
to King or Kingdom, Prince or Subject, - Peace and Safety, or delive- 
rance from our troubles and diſtrs|fes, if we ſubordinate Fundamen- 
tals in RO neceſlary truths of Faith, Worſhip and Government, 
to our publick or private .civilgood. Noram [ able to expreſs ho:v 
kigh an Impiety it is, at this time when God?s hand is out againſt us 
juſtly for our ſins, to be fo diſpoſed and fixed upon a reſolution, 
that to redeem external Peace, we will imbrace any Government of 
the Church, provided it be conſiſtent with Monarchy : and will not 
ſcruple, not only to ſhake off the true and neceſſary Government inſti- 
tuted by our Lord : but, by Law, endeavour. by higheſt Authority to 
condemnit as Antichriſtian. If this be oe ro frame miſchief by a Law, 
] know not what is. If this provoke not more wrath, more vengeance, 
make not the Land ſpew us all out, Iam infinitely deceived. We may 
promiſe to our ſelves that by ſuch a courſe we may ſay like to the man 
zn the Goſpel. Soul, rakethy reſt for many days ;, bur, it feareth me the 
ſucceſs and event ſhall be much like to his caſe. Sir, I pray you conſi- 


der what Peace hath King or Kingdom enjoyed here or in Ireland, (ince. 


Epiſcopacy in Scotland by Law was damned, and the Presbyterian A- 
narchy (the Seminary of all feud FaCtion and Rehellion as will appear 
by what enſueth) by Law and Supream Authority eſtabliſhed. 

I cannot.diſſemble, . but to a man of your worth and integrity I muſt 
unfold my ſelf: I admire to ſee too too many amongſt us here (where 
is great plenty of able Gentlemen of excellent Learning, worth, wit, 
and all other perfetions and endowments, as in any Nation beſides) 


to be ſoprepared that they are too too inclinable, it not aRnally, 


$ 


relolved 


a Secs Cn 
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reſolved, to admit and authorize in this Kingdom, and Church what 
they know not: and fo forſake that happy Ne wromer Govern- 
ment of the Church, the ſweet fruits of which they have reaped fo 
many years to the admiration, if not envy, of other Kingdoms,States, 
and Churches. This is Samaritan-like, to worſhip that we know not. Or, 


" Atheniar-like, to confecrate an Altar and to ſacrifice ro an unknown 


God, 
Your worth and noble Favours oblige me ſo much to you, that 1 
cannot chooſe but obey your command. And, for your fatisfaCtion, 1 
preſent you with a ſhort view ( as in a Map) of Presbyterial Go- 
yerarent; give you a little touch of their Maxim, and ſuitable Pra- 
Qices, and that with as much truth and honeſty as your goodnek ex- 


'pects from me. By whichit will be more than apparent, that Pre/- 


byrcry as it is at this day ſomewhere within his Majeſty*s Dominions , 
is not only nconſiftent but alſo deſtruftive of Monarchy; And where 
it obtaineth, it diſturbeth the quiet and peace publick and private of 
King and Kingdom. This is that you deſire, and, to ſatisfie you, to 
this I confine my ſelf. 

T his Presbyterial Government within its Verge hath four Judicato- 


ries. I. A Parochial Seſſion. 2. A Presbyterial Conſiſtory 73. A Pro- 


; wincial Synod, 24. A General Aſſembly. The Parochial Seſſion moveth 
'in the loweſt Sphere. The General Aſſembly is the Primum mobile, 


x. Of rhe Scl- 


fho1, how and 
- of whom con» 


fliturcd. 


the higheſt Orb, which carrieth all with its motions, although the 
reſt have their proper and ſpecifick motions. The other two are in 
rhe middle, and interjeted Orbs. I (hall begin at the loweſt Judica- 
tory, and ſo ſhall orderly afcend to the Supreams. 


Of the Parochial Seſſions. 
þH Very Pariſh hath one or more Miniſters. If more, all of them are 
- equal in all honour andjurisdiction, only the Senior hath the pre- 
cedency. To the Miniſter, or Miniſters of each Pariſh , to make up 
a Seſſion, in which is fixed the Parochial Jurisdiction, a competent 
nomber of Lay-Elders, (whom they call Presbyrers non-docentes ) and 


. D:acons, proportiorale to the precin&t and extent of the Pariſh are 


\ 


conjoyned: which aſſociate Body thus compacted, is the Sprritual-Pa- 
rochial-S anhedrim. 

This Seſſion ſits once a week, or oftner, pro re nate. In which, al 
Parochial Caſes which concern external order and cenſure, are determi- 
ncd and ordered. 


The Minifte@ If there be but one Miniſter in the Pariſh, he is Conſi«ne Moderator. 


1s Myc 1:0. 


LL 


LL 


- Cus, Cras Laicus. 


by 


Treſbytery diſplayed. | 3 
If there be more, they moderate by turns, cicher weekly, or month- 
ly as they agree. 

Whatſoever thing is ordered, determined, or decreed, is done by He hath to 
the joynr-conſents of the Minijfter, Lay-Elders, and Deacons, or by om "ſg 
the plurality of Voices. The Miniſter, who is the Moderator hath os 
c:fting, no Negative Voice. 

The power of all Jurisdiction, is radically and equally in all; for The Juriſgi- 
binding , for looſing, for all Cenſures Eccleſiaſtical, tor Ordeps which Rion ſpiritual 
concern external Order and Worſhip. So the Power of the Keyes is as 15 radically in 
much in the Lay-Elders and Deacons, as in the Miniſter of Afimiſters. bs Lay*El- 
What Sacrilegious intruſions upon Sacred Orders thisis, I need not © 
inform one of your underſtanding. 

To make this frame good, thcy maintain, that Jure divino there be Their four $a- 
four Orders of Eccleſiaſtical Ollices, ( allow me to ſpeak in this E- cred Orders 
Piſtle all along their Diale&t) or Perſons. 1. Preaching-Elders , 
whom they call Miniſters. 2. Doors, theſe are Profeſſors in the 
Chair, ſuch as are in Univerſities. 3. Lay, or Raling-Elatrs, who 
now have YVocem deliberativam & deciſtuam in rebus Fidei, cults , 
Politie, and in foro exteriors Eccleſie , in cenſuris Ecclefiaſticis, are as 
much intereſſed and authoriſed as Preaching-Elders. 4- Deacons , 
who havetruſt of the Means and Moneys deſtinated for pious and cha- 
ritable uſes. | 

This is very conſiderable too, that although they hold theſe four 
Orders and Offices neceſſary for the Government of Chriſt? Church, 
de Fure divine, by Divine Right and Inſtitution ; yet neither the Pa» 
rcechial Conclave, nor any Presbyterial Conſiſtory (except it be where 
the Presbyterial Seat 1s in a City where an Univerſity is) have any 
120:tor or Doctors amongſt them. Nay, which is more, nor be any 
ſuch intheir General Aſſemblies, or if they be, they appear only in 
hy pn as Commiſſioners from, and for the Univerſity. 

tis worth your notice-taking, that their Lay-Elders and Deacons This year they 


are yearly elected. Here is truly verified of them, that, Hodie Cleri- are ſacred, the 
next Year pro- 
The things within the compaſs of Seſſion juriſdition , are things | res 


meerly Parochial, the orderfng of the Pariſh-Church and peculiar tent caſes of 

Service, the cenſure of leſſer Scandals {I muſt ſpeak their words ) this Scilion. 

as Fortiication, Drunkenneſs, Scolding, Profanation of the Sabbath 

( they mean the Lords-day) &c. Capital ſcandalous Crimes, ar Scan- 

dals of higheit ſtrain, arereſerved as caſes of peculiar juriſdiction 

for the Presbytery ;, as allo lefler Offences when they are attended with 4 
Obftinasy 


x 


_ 
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ObRinacy, and what is cenſurable and puniſhable by the greater Ex- 
communication, If 1 miſtake pot , they know not much, at leaſt uſe 
not much, the leſſer Excommunicetion. In the caſes above-mentioned 
the Cognition, Examination and Judgment of the Cauſe is proper to 
the Precbytery; the Miniſter with his Parochial Conclave, are only the 
Executioners, If any Parochialdifhcult Cafe occur , which this Pa- 
rochial Sanhedrim cannot determine , the uſe 1s to conſult with the 

Presbytery. _ 

They enjoyn © When the Seſſion cenſureth any Delinquent, or ſcandalous perſon, 

cwvil puniſk- ' they order his publick and ſolemn repentance ( if by ſome ſuperi- 

ment and our Judicatory it be not determined) as they think fit, by plurality of 

mos Voices ; after performance of which Order, the Penitent is received 
into the Communion of the Church. But before the Delinquent be 
admitted to do his Repentance, he is fined in a pecuniary multt, at 
their diſcretion, proportioned to the demerir of che Offence , and the 
ability of the perſon, as he is poorer or richer. It is true, this money 
is, for the moſt part, imployed to pious and charitable n'es. As they 
puniſh by Pecuniary fines, ſo corperally too , by impriſoning the per- 
fons of the Delinquents, uſing them diſgracefully , carring them 
through the Cities, making then ſtand in Fogges, as they call them, Pil- 
laries, C which in the Country-Churches are fixed to the two ſides of 
the main door of the Pariſh-Church ) cutting the half of their Hair, 
ſhaving their Beards, &c. and-it is more than ordinary, by their O- 
rigenal and Preper power, to baniſh them out of the bounds and limits 
ot the Pariſh, or Presbytery, as they liſt to order it. ks not this Po- 
reftas utriuſquegladis? And would not a good Learned Juriſt ſay, that 
this is not only intruſion upon mcerly civil Power, but upon the very 
Royal Rightsthemſelves? The Imperial Law, if I be not miſtaken, 
maketh 64niſhment ſo peculiar to the Soveraign Authority, that with- 
out its power and conſent, It cannot be inflicted upon any civ:is, any 
Subject. 

They will not Their ordinary practice more in this, is; that v;hen a pecuniary 

Baprife the mulct isinflicted, if the Delinquent pay not the defined and determi- 

CO _ ned ſumme, or at leaſt give ſecurity tor the payment of it, although 

have nor paid PE ſhov1d teſtifie all the contrition isrequiſite, by humble confeſſion, 

the tine or a- and offer moſt willingly to do all penance, to give all ſatisfation,he 
risfied the will not be admitted to ſatisfie publickly : nay, he is proceeded againſt 

Church, ſor Gntumacy, and they will threaten Excommunication. 

Nor is that to be paſlled by, that if a Child be born 7: Fornication, 
and either of the Parents bath not ſatsified the Church : they m_ 
ue 


- OO ——— — 
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refuſe to Baptize the poor infant;till the Church get fatisfaQion. This 
is conſonant with Scripture, Anime que peccaverit, ipſa morietur. It is 
fit now in the next place to ſpeak of. 


The Presbytery, 
vw Hich is the next Judicatory,to which the Seſſion is ſubordinate, 
It hath in it ſomewhere more, ſomewhere fewer , Pariſh- 
Churches ; as ſome are made up of Twenty, ſome of Twelve, ſome 
of ſewer. | 
All perſons within theſe Pariſhes, within the PrecinCt of this Preſ(- 
bytery, of what quality ſoever ( the King or His Family herein are 
not exempted ; nay, nor from the juriſdiction of His Parochial Sef- 
ſion) are under the povrer and juriſdiction of this Grand Conſiſtory. 


The Members Conſtituents of this Presbytery are all the Parochial- The Members 
Conſtituents 


of the Presby« 


Miniſters within its compals, and a Lay-Elder for each Pariſh. The 
Lay-Elders are in number equal to the Preaching-Elders, and in Pow- 
er, Voice, Juriſdiction, in Hereſie, Idolatry, Worſhip, Cenſure, &c. 


are Pari conſortio honoris & poteftatis preditt,are ſo equal and uniform, | 


that a Plowman from the Plow, or a Tradeſman from his Shop,ſitting 
there in the capacity of a Lay Elder, his voyce is as good as the voyce 
of the moſt Reyerend and Learned Divine, ifany be there. They 
maintan a parity in all, only alittle difference in this, that a Lay-El- 
der:cannot be Moderator : Yet have thay no Canon for it. And we 
are ablerto prove by their Books, that men who were never in Sacred 
Orders of Pcieſt or Biſhop have been Moderators, not only of their 
Presbytery, but of their ſo much 1dolized General Aſſembly. Mr. Rs- 
bert Poole, who was never Prieſt, nor Deacon, only Reader in St. Ar- 
drews, was in one turn, for a year, or halfa year,or ſome laſting time, 
Moderator of the Presbytery of St. Andrews; and Mr. George Bucha- 
an, who was never Church-man; and Mr. Andrew Melvil, who had 
never the Order of Deacon, both of them have been Moderators of 
their Great General Aſſembly, | 


The caſes proper to this Judicatory, are, 1. Such as are from eve- The Caſes 
ry individual Pariſh within its compals referred, or preſented. 2. All props coir. 


Crimes and Scandalsof higheſt ſtrain, namely, ſuch as are civilly pu- _ 


niſhable by death. 3. All Crimes which come under the cenſure of E x- 
communication. 4-All Appeals from Seſſions. 5. All Differences which 
cannot be compoſed or determined in the Parochial Conclave. 6.The 


viſitation and cenſure of all what is amiſs in every Pariſh, either in_ 


Preacher or other. 7. The appointing of Readers,and ey. 
B ey 


of 


x , The r1me of 
Mecting- 


Lay-Preagh- 
EIS 
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They meet once a week in ſome plaees, in other places, only once 
a fortnight. All the Miniſters in their ſeveral turns, at their Meet- 
ing, Exerciſe as they call it; that is, there is appointed by the Presby- 
tery, ſome one Book of Old or New-Teſtament, which eyery one by 
turns in his own courſe interpreteth in the Pariſh-Church; where the 
Presbytery doth meet. Two always ſpeak,the firſt from the Readers 
Desk or Pew : the other, -in ſome other place diſtant from him, bur 
convenient for hearing. The firſt Analyſeth, Interpreteth, and ta- 
keth away the doubts of his Text ; and (as they enjoyn) he is bound: 
to the Doforal part, Theſecond, when the firſt hath done, addeth 
to what is faid : hath a Warrant to ſupply the defefts, or correct the 
Errors of the firſt Speaker ; but eſpecially his charge is the Paſtoral 
p«rt, to apply the Text, and bring it hometo the affections. 

There be Ingredients in this Exerciſe, ſuch as God?®s Church before 
thislate Age never knew, a kind of Creatures whom they call Expe- 
Aants, . Theſe are Studentsin Divinity, or Countrey ,School-Maſters 
or ſuch Youths whoare bred with ſome Gamaliel; *who after that they 
have given their private trials by Preaching and Diſpute, are enrolled 
Expetants,of ſuch or ſuch a Presbytery. Theſe muſt keep their turns in 
Exerciſing, and adding ( as they call it) with the atual Miniſters, 
{ ſo they call them ) andonce admitted to that Presbytery,may,when- 
loever imployed, Preachin any Pariſh-Church within the bounds of 
that Presbytery, do all A4niſterial as, except Baptize, or give the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, ( for ought I know, there is no con- 
fecration uſed by them in that holy Action, but a meer Thanksgiving) 
nay, they may be conſtant helpers, and Co-Preachers with a Rabbi,if 
he, the Pariſh, and Presbytery agree to it. I pray you ſhewme 
where ever you read of ſuch a profanation , that a Lay-man without 
Orders, Impoſition of Hands, ſhall be a publick Preacher of God? 
Word, and intrude upon this Sacred Function. Theſe for the moſt 
part were the Beardleſs Boys King Fames of bleſſed Memory, mentio- 
neth in the Conference at Hampton-Court, who would brave him to hu 
face. pag. 4. | | 

Within one County there may be two or three, more or fewer 
Presbyteries, according as there be more or fewer Pariſh-Churches ; 
and yet all theſe Presbyteries are independant one from ano- 
ther: only it is remarkable , that the Presbytery of Edinburgh , 
becauſe ( as they ſpeak) zr #s ſeated on the Watch-Tower, hath wel- 
nigh obtained by cuſtom, and other means, a Superentending 
power , over all ather Presbyteries; and other Presbyteries many 
TLMCES 
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times ſend thither to have reſolation of their difficult Caſes. The rea- 
ſon is, beſidesthe Eminency of this City by its Wealth, and the reſi- 
dence of all higher Courts of Juſtice there, ( althongh this Alobro- 
gical brood maintain Parity,) there be notwithſtanding ſome few Pa- 
triarchs, whorule and over-rule all ; who Lord it,and Pop: it, over the 
Lords Inheritance; and in this City ordinarily are ſome of theſe 
Patriarchs: and the Reſponſa prudentum from hence are received as 
Oracles by remote Presbyteries, and reverenced as Anſwers by Vrim 
and Thummin, 

There is none who liveth within the verge of a Presbytery , but is 
anſwerable to this Claſſis and Fudicatory, and muſt appear whenfoever 
or for whatſoever cited. The King and his Family are not exempted, 
nor priviledged. If He be cited and appear not, He may be excom- 
municated for his diſobedience and contumacy : If He appear, He 
muſt ſubmit His Earthly Scepter to that their Scepter , which they 
rerm the Scepter of Chriſt; He'muſt do what is enjoyned. The Pre(- 
bytery is Independent from the Crown of an Earthly King, whois 
Gods and ChrifPs Vicegerent in the General Kingdom of his Provi- 
dence-only : But this Sanhedrim is CbriiPs Vicegerent in his economical 
Kingdom as Mediator, as they ſpeak ; and conſequently toit He muſt 
vail his Crown, ſubmit his Scepter: and from it receive Chriſt*s Law 
and Ordinances. | 

King James of Bleſſed Memory, knew this well, who therefore in 
that Conference at Hampron-Court, pag. 79. ſaith , ** A Scotifh Presby- 
© tery, 4s well agreeth with a Monarchy , as God and the Devil : then 
& Tack and Thom, and Will, and Dick ſhall meet, and at their plea- 
6 ſures cenſure Me and my Conncel, and all My proceedings. Then Will 
« ſhall tand up and ſay, It muſt be thuyg. Then Dick ſhall reply , and ſay, 
« Nay marry, but we will have it thus, And therefore here I mut once 
& reiterate my former ſpeeches (the King is anſwering to D. Rainolay, 
who ſeemeth to beg of His Majeſty a presbyrery, or ſomething like 
toit, ) © Le Roy's aviſera: Stay Ipray you for one ſeaven years before you 
« demand that of me : andif you then find me purſey and fat, and my 
« Wind-pipes 5tuffed, Twill perhaps hearken to wh : For, let that Govern- 
.< ment be once up, Iam ſure Iſhall be kept in breath ; then ſhall we all of us 
© have workenough, both our hands full, But, D. Rainolds, tif you find 
« that T grow lazy, let chat alone. 

It is more than notoriouſly known to many yet living, and is upon 
Record in the Presbytery Books of Edenburgh , how King Fames not 


once, but many times hath ſent men of Honour and gcod.quality,de- 
B 2 


magding 


The presbyrte- 
ran kept 
«Are withKing- 
James. 
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manding, or rather requeſting for ſome things. at their hands; who 
have heard the Commiſſioners propoſe the King?s mind : But they, to 
keep the power and place Chriſt hath given them in that dignity, ſuit- 
able to ſo high atruſt, have diſmilled the Gentlemen ſent by the King 
without anſwer, and by an Qrder of that Spiricual houſe, have ap- 
pointed one or two, as Commiſſioners of the Presbytery, to go to the 
King with rhcir will and pleaſure, looſing nothing of Chriſi*s aut bority, 
and carrying themſelves with the King, almoſt as if two free Eſtates, 

or two free Kings had met and were dealing together. ( 
AllEaſcs an; ASnoperſon isexempted from obedience and ſubmiſſion to this 
Crimezare Power, ſonocrimeor ſin whatſoever commited , or ſuſpetied to be 
within thecen- committed within the Seignory of this petty Principality. And that 
ſure of the {gmerimes is ſo extravagantly and tranſcendently too lookt after, aud 
Prevbytery.  ctled in queſtion, ( eſpecially if indiſcreet Zeal or holy Spleen work 
and moveby the Spirit on a holy Brother ) that if there be a fact and 
fault committed, ſecret, or known to very few, it is brought forth to 
the light of the World: There is no care taken to reconcile the lap- 
ſed toGod ina private way,and to conceal his Offence, but diſgraced 
he is publickly. What ſound repentance this may work, - judge you. 
How conſonnat this is to the Apoſtolical Canon, They that ſin nga 
ty, rebuke publickly ; and tothe common Maxim of the Church, De- 
occultis non judicat Eccleſia, he may eaſily ſee, who hath not divorced 
himſelf from common ſenſe and reaſon. To cure theſe ſecret ſins by 
the power of the Keys in #nteriori foro conſcientie,and cover them with 
the Mantle of Charity, ſmelleth ranckly of Auricular Confeſion,Po- 
Piſh abſolution, and Sigsllum confeſſionts., See the Conference at 
Hampton-Court, pag. 93: Itis Certain, a fooliſh man revealing foo- 
I:ihly his faultsro his Wife, the zealous Wife upon ſome quarelling 
*  _ hetwixt her and her Husband, hath gon to a good Miniſter, revealed 
what was told her, and the honeſt impartial Miniſter hath convented 
the man, charged him with his fins, and made him confeſs,fatishe and 

do penance publickly. 

Crimes fat. Nay, upon a ſurmiſe,ſuggeſtion,ſuſpicion, or any miſ-information, 
peRed,are c- If the Miniſter, or Lay-Elders delate (that is preſent) two perſons to 
riouſly hereia- conyecrſe fo familiarly, that it is to be feared that they are guilty of 
qured ater.  Fornication, if they be vnmarried, or of Adultery; if both of them, 
or either of them be unmarried, they ſhall be cited,and convented,ex- 
amined by all proofs, preſumptions, interrogatories, &c. whether or 
not they have ſinned. If that the preſumptions be Pregnant although 
_ no proof be, they ſhall be putin cloſe Priſon, fed on bread and wa- | 
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ter, kept that none may come fit them, all Members Conſtituents of 
theſe Judicatories, appointed to try what they know againſt the nexr 
Coxnrt-day;, when no proof can be had, andall the preſumptions. do. 
not faſten guiltineſs upon the accuſed,and the impriſonment and other 
hard uſages cannot extort a confeſſion, they are diſmiſſed « But an ACt 
is enacted, that if thoſe two perſons ſuſpected of Fornication, or. A- 
dultery, ſhall be ſeen to meet,or be in company together, except they 
meet in Church or Market, it ſhall be holden pro confeſſo, as confeſſed, 
that they are guilty of what they are charged with. | 

Nay, ſometimes the parties, although innocent and no real Evi- 
dence being produced againſt them , are brought on the Lord?-day 
publickly to the middle of the Church before the Pulpit, to declare, 
tometimcs to confirm their Declaration by an Oath , that they are 
innocent and free of that Crime wherewith they are charged. And 
ſometimes they are forced to make their publick Repentance in the 
Church, upon a Pillary , for their unchriſtian behaviour : :becauſe 
that, although the parties charged be free, yet their converſation 
hath been ſuſp:c:0u5 and ſcandalous. 

;A whole Volumn might be written of young Women by theſe 
courſes diſgraced and defamed : . of many Families divided and ſcat- 
tered, whereas before there was no jelouſie betwixt the Man and the 
Wife. : 

This Judicatory of the Presbytery is ſo high, and of ſo vaſt alati- 
tude, that, as the Pope bringeth in all crvil Cauſes to himſelf as a com- 
petent Judge, ſub formalitate peccati ; ſo, this Papal Conclave bring- 
eth any thing, howſoever meerly and purely civil, under its laſh, ſ#6 
formalitate ſcandali, as ſcandalous taa Chriſtian profeſſion. 


It is not forgotten by many yet living,how the Presbytery of Eder- p, exhyterial 
burgh attempted to cenſure Eccleſiaſtically the Merchants there, for Government 
carrying Wheat to Spain in time of a Famine or Dearth there, for inconſiſtenr 


this was to feed 2nd maintain God?®s enemies. But above all,that was 
a pzaculum, an almoſt inexpiable ſin, to tranſport Wax to Spain ;, for 
this was to be acceſlory to Idolatry, inreſpect the greateſt part of this 
Wax was imployed in making Tapers and Candles to the Yirgn 
Aary, and other Saints, 

In St. Anarews, 1.T. was indebted to P.T. a conſiderable ſum of 


money, the greateſt part of his ſtock; 1. T. delaying, or ſhuffling,or ich the au- 
not able to pay, P.T. at the day of payment deſigned in the Bond, P.T. thority of civil 


obtained before the Lords of Seffion , a Julgment againſt 7. T. with ] 
power to demand payment in the King*s Name » and upon diſobedi- 
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ence to be out-lawed, and fall intoa Premunire, or eſcheating of his 
moveable Goods and Chattels. 7.7. bemoans himſelf tothe Presby- 
tery- The Presbytery convents P. 7. before them, threatens him 
with Excommunication,it hedid per{iit to put in Execution the Judg- 
ment of the highelt Judicatory in the Kingdom: and for fear of this 
| dreadful Court and horrid tentence,he pailes from his purſuit, continu- 
eth the demanding of repaying of his Money.You fee here what power 
this Presbytery hath over all, and the higheſt of civil Judicatories. 
The prezbyre- Infinite inſtances of this kind may be produced : give me leave to 
ry atpleaſure add one of a higher {train , The City of Eaenburg, by the Kings of 
repealeth Roy- Scor{and, among'it other tavours and priviledges, hath a Royal Grant 
ng dy ofa weekly Market-day on Monday. This grant is confirmed by Let- 
Fa comm- ters Patents under the great Seal , and by the ſtanding Laws of the 
Kingdom ; The Presbytery here by their tranl{cendent ſole authority, 
diſcharged any Market to be kept on Monday ; the reaſon was, be- 
cauſe it occaſioned the travelling of Men .and Horſes the Lord?s- 
day/before, which profaned the Sabbath. It the Tradeſmen, who 
found at home what loſs they had by wanting their Market , had not 
with force and violence oppoſed their Soveraignty, and made them 
forſake it, it was like enough to have paſled, and obtained longer. 
The molt active in this caſe were the Shoo-makers, who were moſt 
prejudiced by the diſcharge of the Monday-Market. They threatned 
the Miniſtry-Right down, that if they perſiſted in that courſe, they 
would thraſt them out of the Gates of the City - which threats re- 
ſtored the Mondays-Market. When King Fames, that Miracle of 
Piety, Learning, and Royal Prudence, heard of this ; he,with unco- 
vered head, and lifted up hands, ſaid to this, or mach about this 
ſenſe, 1 rhank God the Shoo-makers have more power to repreſs the inſolency 
and yiolence of the Presbytery, than I and my Councel both, 
It is known to many yet living, that they have cited before them 
SENO_ny Noblemen and Gentlemen of good quality, who had intended civil 
£2 Landlords Actions againſt their own Tenants before the ordinary Judge, and di- 
to ſue for their Charged them to proſecute them any further, under the pain of Fccle- 
Keats. ſaſtical cenſures, This was «x ze csv:li, in a civil buſineſs, but mod: 
' confiderandi, as they took notice of it, was ſpiritual, And wiy? be- 
cauſe the holy Brethren pretended , this did withdraw people from 
their lawful Vocations, bred Frifes, and contention amongſt Brethren, 
and did hinder the progreſs of the Goſpel: 
As the particular \iniſters of tadividual Pariſhes are under 
them, ſo they find the tyranny of their Archiſynagors, their prime 
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leading Miniſters, in that meaſure, that their little finger is heavier Some few of 
than a Biſhops whole hand and loyns. Biſhops are like to a Paternal -_ Freabyrtery 
Government, chaſtiſing with Rods ; but the Presbyterians ſcourge erp co 
them with Scorpions: any Lord, Knight, or Eſquire, who 1s cunning, their poor 
and can by fair carriage, or otherwiſe,gain fayoyr or credit with ſome Brethren, re- 
few Patriarchal Presbyters , he is able at pleaſure to turn out an Move and 
honeſt man (C who perhaps is too free in rebuking the Gentleman for ke 
his ſins, or cannot or will not condeſcend to grant his unlawful and 4 f 
unjuſt demands ) and to bring in one to his own fanſie and humor, 

with whom, and by whom heisable to work and effeCtuate his own 

bad intendments. This holy Sanhcarim, although the Parochial Mi- 

nilter for Jnrclleitial avilities, be ſulficiently enabled > and for 2o;al 

Interrity, be blameleſs, yet they will find it fit he be tranſplanted 

from that Church, becaule the Congregation is not edified by him ; 

at a Viſitation the Landlord 1s able to make all ſay, and witnels, they 

are not cdified by him; or if a Presbyter who hath more . power with 

the Dominus Moderator , and his aſſiſtants, being in a Pariſh of a 

ſmall ſtipend, and eſpying ſomewhere a better Pariſh , and an honeſt 

manin it, but not ſo much reſpeRed by the high Prieſts of the Sar- 

bedrim, he will turn him out by the Presbytery, cuter the charge, 

and reap the benefit of a better Pariſh, and place rhe other (ir may 

be, and often proves ſo, the better and worthier man) in ano- 

ther Pariſh of leſs worth, and deterior his conditton. There needs 

no other reaſon for this, but that this ſacred Conſfiſtory, directed and 

aſſiſted with infallibility, do find it, e Re Eccleſie, that it is for God's 

glory and the good of. the Church. : 

I might inſtance a world of theſe Examples ; only let me tell you an honeft man 
one of the Presbytery of Cooper z1: Fife, A Nobleman there having removed from 
one Maſter Weymss, an honeſt man , a Preacher and Parſon at one of his place,and 
the Churches, the which whole Pariſh belonfed to the Nobleman, ace s _ 
uſed all the intreaties, all the threatnings he could , to perſwade kr Sus 
Maſter Weymis to make over to him, and his houſe, the Right of the crilegio.ſly 
Benefice, which, if I miſtake not, was a Parſonage. The good man the Church 
refuſed it : the Nobleman finding the man immoveable , having pre- Patrimony.. 
pared the way with the Ring-lcaders, acculeth the honeſt man before 
the Presbytery , obtained ſentence of removing Mr. Weymis from 
that Church and benefice, and bringeth in one Mr. Scrogze , who 
with the conſent of the Presbytery , ſacrilegiouſly made over the 
Right of the Church to the Noble Man and his Family. Mr. Wey- 
1s was tranſplanted to another Church. The Right made over by F 

| SCrogte, 


- nn rn nn 


On en ER ee—o——_—_— 


” en ee er 


Presbytery diſplayed. 


Scrogie, was afterwards confirmed by ACt of Parliament. King Fames, 
when this Nobleman came to him, ſpoke to him to this ſenſe: My 
Lord, I wonder how you have ſo much power with the Presbytery to 
obtain ſucha thing, and work ſo ſtrange a matter, I pray you reach 
me the way, for I would gladly know it. The Nobleman anſwered, 
to this ſenſe, or much about it ; Sir, you take not the right way, 1 
prepared my buſineſs, by gaining the prime men to my courſe, I lent 
to A. Bs houſe ſo much Malt, and to C. D's houſe ſo much Meal ; to 
N. a Carkaſsof Bief; this got me the power to put away IWWeymis, to 
bring in Scrogze, and from him,with the conſent of the Presbytery, to 
have the right of the Parſonage impropriate to me and my houſe: Sir, 
this courſe you muſt take, it you would work any thing by or with 
theſe men. 

The Teſtament of a Gentleman of Wit, and more than ordinary 
worth and eſteem,is to this day extant, (although he died many years 
ago) wherein confeſling his many fins ( he was much guilty of un- 
cleanneſs, and was of more than ordinary reach inPolitical and Sub- 
tile ways) abhorring himſelf for them, 2nd earneſtly begging par- 
don,profeſſed,and proteſted, that no fin did wound his Conſcience 
fo much, as his deep Hypocriſie, who,without the true fear of God, 
made great ſhew of Religion,where none, or little was, and to cover 
his ſins from the World, to hide his ſhamezand the better to effeuate 
his private deſigns, he made much of ſome few prime leading Mini- 
ſters: by doing of which,he'was not challenged for his fins; and was 
\. enabled to work his other ends. This hath been, and is this day A 
# conſtant courſe kept by all of that cutt or coat. 
| The Presbyte- It is known, that no Kingdom of the King*s.was ſo much infeſted 

| ry the Semina- with Feudes ( as they call them) as that of Scerland : nor was there 


ry and Nurſe- . | : ; : 
ry of Feuds. 2Y thing more ordinary, thaftt Neighbourly Feuds in Pariſhes, to be 


og rn EE 


fought to the effuſion of much blood, partly beginning ſometimes 
within the Church, and ended in the Church-yard , where many 
7 times ſome were killed. Andit was as ordinary to find each Presby- 
tery divided in their affeion and courſe, according as they affetted 
4 the one or the other party. Nor was Scotland ever freeof Feuds, 
ſheathing their Swords in their Neighbours Bowels , murdering one 
another, till alittle befor&King Fames came into England; nor did 
ever that Kingdom enjoy ſuch Peace and Plenty, as during the time of 
Epiſcopacy. 
Sir, By the few Inſtances I have given you of many, you may ſee 
clearly that Presbyterian Government , is not only inconſiſtent _ 
Oe. 


| Prebztery diſplayed. 


Monarchy, but deſtructive of the Liberty of the Subjects Perſon and 
Trade, enchroaching upon all Authority , Soveraign , and Delegate; 
reſtraining at pleaſure Cauſes and Snits commenced before Judges ; 
forbidding Execution of Judgments obtained before the Ordinary 
Judges , repealing Grants, Letters Patents , Rights and Priviledges 
authorized by Law, aſſuming to its ſelf the Civil Power , exaCting 
Civil Fines, pecuniary Mulcts, inflicting corporal puniſhments pain- 
ful and diſgraceful ; defaming young , diſgracing married perſons 
and in brief, is againſt the Peace of the Kingdom 4,:of Families, and 
of Neighbours. And for their Clergy or fellow Presbyters , they ty- 
rannize over their Conſcience, depole , or tranſplant them at pleaſure, 
for reaſons known to ſome few of the more aCtive. It is propet now 
to ſpeak next of DS 


Provincial S ynods. 


| | deſcribing of which we need not to inſiſt much : for, except that 


the Juriſdidtion is of great extent and latitude in its Eſſentials, 
Conſtitution, and Power, with the exerciſe of it, it is the very ſame. 

A Provincial Synod is the Apiſh Imitation of a Provincial Coun- 
cil, conſiſting of a Metropolitan, and the Suffragan Biſhops-of his 
Province. With them, it is an aſſociate body of the Commilloners 
choſen out of all the Individual Pyesbyteries within the Precinct of 
the Province. How many there be of them in the Kingdom of Scor- 
landat this inſtant, I know not: but the Kingdom is divided into ſo 
many Provinces, as they.in their prudence think it fitteſt for the Go- 


 vernment of the Church. 


If | remember right, by their platform of Diſcipline theſe Provin- 
cial Synods are to meet twice a: year, or oftner, pro re 2atd. 

Theſe Synodal Aſſemblies have a ſuperinrending and over-rulng 
Power over all the Presbyteries within the limits of that Province. 

The Caſes proper to theſe Courts, are, 1. All matters which do 
appertain tothe whole Province. 2. All Referrs from all Presbyte-. 


Whar it 15. 


The extent of 


rheir Power. 
The Caſes 
which fall 
within rhgir 


ries within its Verge, 3. All Caſes of every ſeveral Presbytery,which 5.i&ion. 


were difficult , and could not there be determined. 4.:The due cenfore 
of all what is thought to be done amils inany Presbytery within its. 
laſh. 5. What 1s ordered and decreed in thoſe Provincial Synods, 
tieth all within the particular Presbyteries and Pariſhes, as well Lay 
as Clergy mea to obedience. Any Presbytery elſe, that moveth with- 
ont the Sphere of this Province, - 15 not tyed to obey what this decrees, 
by virtue of any Authority flowing from it, ous 


i 
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The ſame courſe is holden in all things in the Provincial Sanhe. 
drim, which is kept in the Presbyterial Conſiſtory, ſo that I need not 
trouble you by reſuming and repeating the like : onely here is ſome 
piece and uſe of good Policy, which is this ; In a Province, there may 
be ſome four, or five,or fix, or more, knowing leading Miniſters, who 
oyer-rule different and diſtant Presbyteries, and ſo cannot formally 
and fairly joyn their wits and power to compals their commen and 
nrivateends. The meeting of this Provincial Synod, occafioneth the 
meeting of thoſe leading men in the ſame place; who after that they 
have communicated Counſels, and agreed upon the courſe, they are 
able to draw their Brethren, their Pupils of their FaCtion, as Scxwum 
gecus, flaviſhly, yet with much zeal to diſpute, debate, and voice for 
what they in their wiſdom think fit for their own eds: which courſe 
laid down, will be ſo prevalcnt, that if it be againſt King, Coun- 
erey Preacher, or Lay-men, in that concerneth the publick, or any 
private mans intereſt, to whom they ſtand ingaged, it is to as little 
purpoſe to ſome good men to. oppoſe, or moderate this courſe, as to 
a man to ftop a current of a flood, after a great inundation of rain, 
with his foot. | | 

There is another trick of policy too, whereby the Apoſtles of this 
Province advance their own credit, that the wiſeſt of: the Nobility 
and Gentry ſce who are- the aCtive and doing men, and having their 
particular intereſt many times both in the publick, and their own 
private, they make their addreſs, to theſe Popes, gain them to their 
conrſe, and ſtrengthen themſelves by the Spiritual Sword to diſturb 
the publick, or to gain their private ends, whether right or wrong. 
When the Commiſſioners from hence return to their ſeveral Presby- 
teries, they intimate tothem, to command the particular Miniſters to 
preach in their Pariſhes, Doctrine tending to the advancement of 
thoſe defigns: andthis is ſo much obeyed, that the Miniſter of the 
Kings Family, or Pariſh, muſt ſing the ſame Song, although it con- 
cern the King in his Honour, or in that is moſt dearto him, and be to 
the prejudice of his Perſon, Soveraignty and Government. 

Theſe «493, theſe prime men of God, are attended and honoured 
ſo by the ſubtle and cunning Nobles and Gentlemen, that they are 
well nigh deified : in their cominz to and fro, to Aſfemblies, Preſ- 
byteries, or upon other occaſions, the moſt eminent of the Province 
wait upon them,-intreat them to come to their Houſes, ſet them at 
the head of the Tables by my Lady, provide for them the beſt Cham- 
bers, And that you may know, howſoever they pretend —_ 
| ena 
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tliat it is proteſt2i0 contrafaltum ; never Biſhop in Scorland hath come 


into Cities with ſuch Convyoys , been attended with ſuch great per- 
ſonages, as ſome of this holy Brotherhood. lr is to this day remen.- - 


bred, that when Mr. Rebere Bruce came from his Viſitation in the 


Welt, or South, returning to Edenburgh, and entring by the Canon- 


gate, King Zames looking out at his Window in his Palace at Haly- . 


rude Houſe, with indignation, ( which extorted from him an Oath) 
ſaid, ** A4r. Robert Bruce / am ſure intends to be King. and declare 
« bimſelf Heir to King Robert the Bruce. 


If you would allow ine upon this to digreſs, I beg to be bold to the vookiings 
tell youa true Story, and the moſt infolent I believe you eyer read tuous carri-ge 


or heard. When Q. El:zabeth was waxed old, K. Fames bethinking f Mr. Bruce 
toward King 


James. 


how to come at the peaceable poſſeſſion of that Right God and Na- 
ture had Intitled him to after her death z and reſolving to recal and 
pardon the Earls of Angus, :Hunly, and Erroll, {who at that time were 
baniſhed, and beyond Seas) feared, if by himſelf, and his, Soveraign- 
ty, he ſhould do it, becauſe they were profelled Papilſts, he feared 
the Church would except againſt it, and moye his Subjects ro Sedition 
and Rebellion : yet the Noblemen were molt able to ſtrengthen him 
and do him beſt ſervice in the Kingdom. To prevent this miſchief, he 
ſent one of his truſted and worthy Courtiers to Mr. Robert Bruce, one 
of the Miniſters of Edexbnrg, who at that time had great ſway in the 
Church, deſiring him to come to his Majeſty about ſome buſineſs of 
high Concernment. Mr. Robert did come. The good admirable King 
welcomed him more than courteouſly, took him into his Retiring or 
Bed-chamber, ſpoke powerfully to this ſenſe : A4-. Robert, 7 have 
ſent for you to have your advice in a Buſineſs of great weight, concerning 
te Peace of Scotland and England, andwhich concerns me in Right 
and Honour moſt nearly: Queen Elizabeth, my Siſter and Couſin, is 
ſick,, and cannot live long, you know I have God*s and Nature*s Right t0 
that Crown, [cannot loſe ut in Honour or in Tuſtice, and yet my prayer to 
God ts, thar I may come at my Right without any blood. I know there i; 
Jome Fatlion in England againſt me, but my friends are more prevalent 
there: It concerneth me, un point of prudence, to provide that there be 18 
Faction and diviſion in this my Kingdom of Scotland : for if #his King- 


) dom be all one way for me 1 hearty obedience and ſubjedion, the diſaf- 
/ feftedparty in England witl be better adviſed, than to work me trouble to 


their great — Now ſauth the beſt agd wiſeſt of Kings, I fear 


nothing, but that theſe three Noblemen beyond Seas, becauſe of their for- 


feiture, may be wrought upon by Papifts, encouraged and enabled by them P 


2 ; there, 
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there, ard the Engliſh Papiſt who are moſt againſt my coming to the 
Crown of England, knowing I am a ſound Proteſtant,to come hither and 
trouble Me and the Peace f this Kingdom, Do you not think it fit, that 
I give them a pardon, reſtore them to their Honour and Lands, and byſo 
doing, ſo gain them , that thus I may ſeve the effuſion of Chriſtian blood? 
Tothis demand fo Piouſly made, the anſwer was : Sir you may. pardon 
Angus and Arroll and recal them ; but it is not fit, nor will you ever ob- 
ein my conſent , to pardon or recal Huntly. To this the moſt gracious 
King (weetly reply*d : 24. Robert, Ir were better for me to pardon and 
recal him, and not the other two, than the other two without him. 1.Becauſe 
you know he hath a greater command, and is more powerful than both of 


. them. 2. Next, you know I am more aſſured of his affeftion to me ; for he 


h.th married my dear and near Kinſwoman, the Duke of Lenox his S:- 
ſter. His rejoynder was, Str 1 cannot agree torr. The King out of the 
great depth of his wiſdom and prudence, and his tranſcendent good- 
neſs, concluded thus : 4..Robert, I have imparted my moſt ſecret thoughts 
ro you firſt before any, and to you only, 1 amſo confident of your zeal and 
Lood affection to Me end My Honoxr, that I intreat you to think upon 
this matter a dxy or two; and after your better thoughts and prayers, re- 
turn rome, and tell me clearly what you think. Thus was he diſmiſſed 
with as much reſped as the King could give to any of his higheſt Sub- 
jects. The truths, atthis time this man had more power in Edenburgh 
than the King; and his credit there had a mighty influence upon all his 
Sect, and many in the Kingdom. Within a day or two he returns to his 
Majeſty, yet, if I be informed right, not till he was called upon: When 
he entred the KingsPreſence-Chamber,the King took him into a ſecrer 
retiring Room, as before, made the Dore be ſhut, and ſpeaketh to this 
ſenſe : Now Mr. Robert, 7 hope you have thought more ſerrouſly upon 
chat weighty buſineſs 1 propoſed to you the laſt day, and have prayed God 
ro direct you and Me both ; tell methen what you think of my purpoſe and 
reſolution concerning thoſe three Noblemen, He returnerth this answer ; 
Sir, the mere I think, of it, the more I am confirmed in the adviſe ] gave 
to you the liſt day : IT agree with all my heart that yourccal Angus and 
Arroll, bat for Huntly :r cannor be. The King reſumed and repeated 
his reaſons before mentioned , and added ſome more : He obſti- 
nately oppoſed and contradifted it. All do know, who knew 
any thing of theſe times, that Argus and Arrol! were as bigot Papilts, 
it not more, than Huztly ; there was no difference in Religion: the 
truth is, Maſter Bruce wasa Lover of the Earl of Argyle, who loved 


Rot mucin the Earl of Hantly, This was the Spirit inipired him, asit 


Y jcemeth, 
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ſeemeth. King 7armes deſired his teaſons:_ he gaye none, but ſpoke. 
Majeſtically. Then the King told him downright, Ar. Robert, 7 
have told you my purpoſe \, you ſee how nearly and highly it concerneth me; 
I have given you my reaſons for my reſolution, you give me your opinion, 
butt you f en it not with reaſon;, wherefare 1 will hold ty own reſolution- 
tion, and do as Ifirſt ſpoke to you. To the which ( with Chriſtian and Sub- 
ject-like reverence !) he returned this reply ; well, S:-,you may do as 
you liſt ; but chooſe you, ye ſhall not have me and the Eirl of Huntly 
both for yen. Sir, Judge by this in what caſe Monarchy is, in ſuch a Go- 
vernment : for that his is truth, I am as much aſſured of, as moral cer- 
tainty can aſſure any man of moral truth which with his own Ears he 
hath not heard. Andyet this man was but Miniſter of Edenbargh. 

Toreturn thither, from whence we digreſſed, that you may know , The Courtrey 
that this great Houour which is done to thoſe great ones, the Cabi- _— _ 
net- Council of all Provincial and General Aſſemblies, by theſe cun- COR 
ning and ſubtile Nobels and others, is not done in the name of 2 Di- a Diſciple 3 as 
ſeiple, in the name of a prophet ,, refle(t a little with your eyes, and itappearethby 
conſider how the ſame men reſpect and entertain their own Pariſh the diſreſpect 
Miniſter : When the Gamaliel ſits by my Lady, the Pariſh Prieſt, —— _ 
will be below the Candleſtick ; and will be forced to come to his cj; Pall. - 
Lord or Laird, and Chrouch down for a #orſel of Bread, and ſmall gners, 
prece of Money. Nay, before the Gamalict be gone, he muſt prompt 
and Catechiſe the poor Stipendiary, how to carry himſelf with the 
Lord and Laird, not toexaCt too rigorouſly what is due in his com- 
perert Stipend, nor in Preaching, Doctrine or Diſcipline, to offend 
the Lord or Laird : ſuch good Chriſtians , ſuch Fehoſhuah*s, Nehemi- 
ah®s, and Eſdras?*s, are to be much made of, for the cauſe of God. 1 
dare to fay , never Biſhop or Archbiſhop in England or Scotland , 
hath uſed more anthority, nor did ever carry themſelves ſo arrogantly 
towards the meaneſt of their Clergy, as theſe men do over their {im- 
pler Brethren, 1 come now at laſt to 


The General Aſſembly. | 
TB is the Great and High Sanhedrim ;, the Iſt reſolution of The Preroge- 

faithis almott in, this aſllociate body. Here Chriſt ſits in the tive of this 
Higheſt Glory and Dignity he can upon Earth. Here is the «lrimate Court: 
aeciſion of all Controverſies. Here you may find really that fancied 
infalliblity of the Pope. The Juriſdiction in this is univerſal, in all 
concerneth Eccleſia#tica, Eccleſiaſticor, and what concerneth all Tem- / 
poralia in ordine ad Spiritualia. G 

The 
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The In'epen- Theauthority of it is ſoveraign, independent from any derived to 


dent Sove- 
Faignty of it. 


Of whom and 


them by truſt immediately ſrom Chriſt ; to him alone they are accoun- 
table. Whoſoever obeyeth not this Soyecraigaty, is to be Excommyu- 
nicate ; the Magiſtrate is at their command, and, as they preſcribe, 
to puniſh in Eſtate, in Body, in Life and Death; It the King obey 
not, He is to be Excommunicated ; and, to ſtrengthen this, the No- 
bility, Gentry, ColleCtive-body , nay , every individval perſon is to 
concur, to compel and cenſure him to the utmoſt of his power, to 
puniſh, to dethrone; to un-King, to Kill, &c. Let us come and ſee how 
this goodly Judicatory is made up. - 

It is compoſed, 1. Firſt, of the Commiſſioners ſent from all the 


how it 13 com- Presbyteries ot the Kingdom. Which ( as 1 hear and am informed) 


poi-d. 


is thus ordered. Every Presbytery ſendeth out two Preaching E]- 


' ders, and a Lay-Flder. By this it ſeemeth that the Clergy hath the 


advantage. 2. Secondly, theretore conſider, that beſides the Com- 
miſſioners from Presbyteries, there cometh from every Burroughand 
Corporation one Commiſſioner ; and Edenburgh, for ſome Spiritual 
prerogative no doubt, is honoured and priviledged to fend two. 
3- Thirdly, the Univerſities and Colledges ſend their Commihoners, 
which for the moſt part are not DoQors nor Miniſters, but Lay-men 
and Graduates in Liberal Arts and Sciences. This will go near to 


" equal the number of Lay-Commiſſioners to that of Preaching-Mi- 


How the King 


nilters. 
4. The King is a Member conſtituent too, and ſhould be there ei- 


15 a member of ther perſonally by himſelf, or virexally and repreſentatively, in, or by 


ir, and of ny 
power above 
the mcaneſt 
Ruling Elder. 


his Commiſſioner. He hath one voyce too, and that affirmarive only. 
In what Capacity they admit the King to bea Member conſtituent 
of this Spiritual Court, I know not well if they be agreed upon it. 
Some hold that he is there as Princeps memb; wm. By this I ſee he is 
the firſt Gentleman therc, and, it may be, hath the right hand too. 
Some ſay, as a Repreſentative of the Civil body of the Kingdom,and 
ſits there in that capacity. All ofthem agree in this, that he is bound 
by his own Preſence, or Commilſlioners, to ſee and provide that no 
diſturbance or violence be offered. Rs 
The King if preſent, and His Commiſſioner if abſent, have ſo 
much honour indulged to Him, that He or His Commiſſioner may 
have four, or five or ſix aſſiſtants for advice 3 but theſe Synodical 
Fathers give their Indulgences with ſuch circumſpedct prudence, that, 
to preſerve Chriſt*s honour, and their own, entire, the King, or His 


+ Commitfioner may debate and adviſe with His Counſel, or Aſſiſtants, 


OT 
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or deſfirc any of them to ſpeak,while matters are in deb.t 17; But when 
it cometh to the deciſion and determination by voices( and plura- 
lity of voyces maketh the decree) the King has only one woyce, and 
that Affirmative onely, not Negative. | 

By this it 1s certain, that it the greater part of voices determine The King muft 
contrary to the King?s voyce, nay to His Mind and Conſcience, He execute their 
is bound to put it in Execution : for poreſtas juris is radically in the Commands,al- 
whole Aſſembly, the King hath no more bur poreftarem Fatts, to be —_— 
* an Executioner Rez 7udicate, of the Decrees; otherwiſe, He is cenſi- Ce 
rable; and if He be obſtinately refractory, He is not worthy to hold 
His Crown. - | 

The King preſides too, as they conteſie; but ſo, that it is only civil 
ly, and in His civil capacity. . | 

If 1 be not miſtaken, yet I dare not avouch this confidently, the 
King hath not Power to propoſe any thing ſpiritual, or that concern- 
cth the Church; but, if He do it, it muſt be done by the Right Fa- 
ther of the Aſſembly, the A4arraror., This I dare to fay, that nei 
ther the King, nor His Commiſſioner can hinder or oppoſe the pra- 
poſing of any thing they think concerneth the Kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt. For this were no free general Aſſembly, and to limit the holy 
one of Iſrael. Nay if the thing propoied conceived by them to be 
Spiritual, be ſo twiſted with the things civil, that the ordering or e- 
ſtabliſhing of it may carry along with ita change and diſtemper in the 
State and Govrnment, or import danger to the King and Crown ; 

The Moderator, or any Commiſſicner- hath power to propoſe it, 
determinate It, and never to conſider or refle& upon the danger of 
King, State, or Kingdom, and that for God and Chriſt*s glory. 

The proper, natural, and right preſident of this Seraphical Judi- ,,, i 
catory, is one of the Preaching Elders ( although we obſerve before, a pn. 'i 
how Lay-men, as Buchanan, Melvil , Bruce, have been Moderators) a Preacher. 

a Lay-Elder now cannot be Moderator. 

Here is the Legiſlative power, here is the Soveraignty of Chriſts 
Kingdom , here is the higheſt Tribunal and Judicatory of Chriſt 
upon the Earth; from which no perſon, no Office, no Condition of 
Creature is priviledged ;, from it lyeth no appeal. — 

The King hath no Power to appoint the time or place of this Aſ- They JOAICE. 
ſembly, bur once a year it muſt neceſſarily meet. And at the cloſe _— 
of every Aſſembly, the Preſident appointeth the day and place for —_ : 
the next. Ifany great exigency really, or in their fanſie intervening, 
requireththe meeting of a general Aſſembly before the time _ 
mineds 
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mined, the Commſlioners from the Aſſembly are to make remons 

ſtrance of it unto the King. 

The vaſt Pow- . Whatſoever power 'the Pope unjuſtly uſurpeth, The Catholick 
i of this Church, or, her virtual and Repreſentative An ecumenical Council, 
Tires juſtly challengeth ; this General Aſſembly vindicateth to it ſelf, only 

Authoritative, by way of anthority , within the Church of that King- 

 M dom and Nation ; yet Conſenſrve and Charitative, to extend to all 

Neighbor-Churches in the World ; what ever it be that concerneth, 

ficem, cultum, Regimen, &C, credenda, agenda, 

' And yet ifthis infallible Supream Judicatory would reſerye to it 
| {elf that juriſdiction is due to men in Sacred Orders, and which in- 
iff trinſecally, radically, and originally is in them ex vs Oradins, al- 

| though Presbyters intrude upon higher callings 3 and they place all 
''N | Eccleſiaſtical power, at leaſt communicate it to Lay-people, the 
i Hh Prince?s condition were tolerable: Nay, if they did only trench up- 
on what isdue to Soveraignty, and with which he is inveſted from 
God a!mighty, which is reſtrained ad Externum hominem, and Ex- 
ternam Regimen, although Soveraignty by it be brought into ſtraiter 
i" and rarrower bounds; a King might be in ſome poor condition, al- 
J2 though robbed of His Right. But when they come to this, that 
| ordine ad ſpiritualia, in order to ſpiritual things, they will give the 

King Laws, repeal His Laws, command and expect performance 

and obedience, otherwiſe excommunicate; and if a King neglect 

that Excommunication, incite inferjour Magiſtrates, Nobles, and 

Commons, to bring Him in order, to-compel and force him; He is 

in a worſe condition under this Soveraignty, than under the Pope; 

by how much it is worſe toa King to be ſubjected to an untamed fu- 

rious Beaſt, the Multitude, than to the tyranny of One. 
Lava All theſe Lay-Elders, all theſe Commiſſioners from Corporations 
Judges in and Burrows, are de jure divino as fully Judges in all matters of faith, 
higheſt points worſhip, government; Judges of Hereſie, Idolatry, Superſtition, of 
5 _ uy the higheſt points of Orthodox and Catholick myſteries, of the 
td | groſſeſt and ſubtilleſt Herelies, Arianiſm, Arminianiſm, Macedonia- 
niſm, Montaniſm, Socinianiſm, Anabaptiſm, &c. asany man in ſacred 

Orders there; have wocem deliberativam, wvocem aeciſruam, have a 

debating, diſcufſive voice, and concur as much with the influence 

of their voice to preſcribe and give us Normam fiaci,, cultus, politia, 

3 Confeſſion of faith, a Preſcript for worſhip » Canons for Govern- 

ment and diſcipline, as ever Biſhops had in lawiul Chriſtian Councils, 

 (Bilhops, Limbs and Members of Antichriſt, age no part of it.) 
| Now 
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piſcoporum eſt ;, and that old Barbarous, but Chriſtian enough 
Verlez | 
Tre foras Laict, non eſt vobis locus yes, 


I wouldgladlyask of one of theſe Rabbies and great Maſters in 


voyce there? Arethey too, De jure divine, by divine right? if they 
anſwer, that ſuchare choſen as are, or have been Lay-Elders, : I re- 
rejoyn ; the Lay-Elders come in that capacity onely, as Commiſſi- 
oners of the particular Presbyteries : Theſe are not Members Conſtj- 
tuents of the Presbytery in that capacity, that they are, or have 
been Lay-Elders; but have right and intereſt in this high Court in 
that capacity meerly as Commiſſioners of Burrows, Look upon their 
Acts of General Aſſembly, and you will find, that 1t authorizes 
Commiſſioners from Burrowes to be parts conſtituent of this Judica- 
tory, qua tales, as ſent from the Burrowes. 

Again I ask, Seeing you make Doors one of your four holy Fun- 
ions Eccleſiaſtical, conſtituted by Chriſt, in what Judicatory find 
we them? In Seſſions they are not: In few Presbyteries they be; 
and, if there, in ſome other capacity. In General. Aſſemblies, if any 
be, they appear as Commiſſioners from the Univerſitie, in this capa- 
city only. And many times it is ſeen, that Profeſſors of Philoſophy 
have been Commiſſioners of Colledges in General Aſſemblies. 

Leaving theft Abſurdities, which are monſtroully groſs, I come to 
conſider next, what is the Soveraign power of this high Sanhedrim. 
If they would in Chriſtian moderation aſſume no more to them- 
ſelves, but 'only a DireQive power , and by humble Remonſtrances 
and ſupplications, with that reverence is due to Soveraignty and 
Majeſty, Petition the King to animate their Acts, Canons, and Con- 
ſtitutions with the influence of his Legiſlative power, this were fair 
quarter. But by your favour, no ſooner have they enaced it here, 
and fo ſoon as it is ſolemnly intimated, which is, by returning to 
every Presbytery, with its Commiſſioners, a Copy of the Acts, Or- 
ders, and Ordinances, and by the Presbyteries order every Miniſter 
hath publiſhed them in the Pariſh-Church ; all things ſo done are a- 
nimated with a Poreſtative Power, by the influence theſe Orders re- 
ceive from that Legiſlative Power Chrilt hath intruſted them with in 
his Economical Kingdom, All then are bound to obedience, ifir be in 
the meaneſt indifferent thing, nay, if this order croſs or repeal a ſtand- 
ing Law, all Diſobedients are liable to all th — 

an 


Now is forgotten that of the Councel of Calcedov, Concilium E- 


Commiſſoners 
Iſracl , How cometh it that the Commiſſioners of Burrowes ſiv there, of Burrows are 


there only ia 


a Lay-capact 


TY. 


We find Do- 
Rors no 
where, 


The Power 
which this 
Sanhedvim al- 
ſumerh t2 it 
ſelf. 
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They are a- 
bove the King, 
and all Sove- 
raignty, 
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and may forthwith be proceeded againſt, eyen till they be delivered 
over into the hands Of the Devil. 

This Aſembly is above the King : to them he ought to give an ac- 
count of His Faith; to their confeiſion of faith He muſt conform him- 
ſelf, tatheir Orders He muſt give obedience ; otherwiſe He is excom- 
municabte, depoſable. Ifear you ſcarce believe me: yet truly Voz: 
werenda retego, ſed inverecunda confuto. 1 diſcover not the nakedneſs 
of the Father, the ſhame of Brother, nor Friend ; would to God the 
Tenets and practiſes were buried in Hell, and the Maintainers regain- 
cd to God by true repentance, and forſaking their ways: I diſcover 
cnly things that are paſt all ſhame, and which our Church can ne- 
ver own. Sirif you will hardly believe me in this, Iet me give yon 
their Aſſertions in this Caſe, and their conformable practice. 


If they cannot . It jstheir conſtant Catholick Tenet, that if the King, Queen, Re- 
—_ by the pent or Protecter, or whoſoever he or ſhe is in whoſe Perſon Sove- 
K1ng,they may raignty is fixed, or in whoſe Perſon it is repreſentatively fixed , only 


by any other 
means elſe, 


Religion my 
be reformed 
or preſerved 
by violence, 


If the King 
will nor, the 
Nodvles may. 


\ 


by a fiduciary truft, during the non-age of the Prince or Princeſs, 
will not ſubmit himſelf to this holy Scepter, will not, according to its' 
Preſcript reform Religion, preſerve it in its integrity, any man or 
men are bound todo it at their direction. I ſpare Martin Juniors 
faith in this, that there 1s no authority above the Brotherhood. ** No 
« Magiſtrate ( ſaith he, T he. 17, 18, 22.) may lawfully maim or de- 
«* form the body of Christ, which is the Church, no lawful Church-go- 
&« vernment is changeable , at the pleaſure of the Magiſtrate \, of neceſ- 
&« fry ll Chriſtian Magiſtrates are bound to receive this Government, 
Nor will 1 inſiſt upon Yzegintor's. aſſertion; That © what the holy Bro- 
* tberhood cannot obtain by ſuit & diſpute, the people muſt bring it to paſs, 
« Youdeſire the tenets and practiſes of the Church of Scotland only. 
The Scors maintain, that if the King, or Queen, will not reform 
Religion, they may take upon them by violence and power to reform 
it. This they have learned of their Grandfather Knox, as you may 
read in an Epiſtle of his, written from qe Anno 1557 And Knox 
Hiſtor. pag. 213. What is lawful for Reformation, is lawful for pre- 
ſervation of Religion . 
1, Anqhere they begin with the Nobles: and determine right 
down, Noblemen ought to reform Religion, if the King will not. Knox, 
App. 25. Again, That God hath appointed the Nobility to bridle the 
inordinate appetites of Princes , andin ſo doing, they cannot be accuſed, 
as Reſifters of Authority. Knox Hiſt. 343. And That it is their duty 
to repreſs the rage and inſolency of Princes, Knox ApP. 33. : 
2.10 
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2. In the ſecond place, if the Nobles will not do it, The peopl? and Ti ncither King 
Commonalty may reform Religion, at the order and direftion of the Bro- PorNobles,the 
therhood. Knox to the Con:monalty.fol.49,50. The Commonalty by their 
power, may bridle cruel beats ;, (They mean Prieſts and Prelates)Knox to 
che Commonalty, fol. 55. The Commonalty may lawfully require of this S0- 
wveraign to have true preachers ; andif he be negligent, they may themſelves 
provide them, maintain them , defend them againſt all that do perſecute 
them, and may detain the profits of the Church-livings from the other ſort, 
that is to ſay Prieſts, Papiſts, Prelates, and Malignants. Knox.Comf.s 5. 
3. Inthe third place, if they come to the happineſs, to have No- If Nobles and 
bles and commons obedient to their commandements, for reformati- Common: , 
on, or preſervation of true Religion ( which muſt be ſo as they fan- ÞI® Bw _ 
cy) Lam deceived, if they allow not more violence and eſteem it rar tuceels: 
more piety zeal, and juſtice. Their Tenets are; The Commonalty con- 
curring withthe Nobles, may compel to ceaſe from their tyranny. Knox to 
the Commonalty fol. 47. Again, The Nobility and Commonalty ought 
to reform Religion, and in that Caſe may remove from honours, and may 
puniſh ſuch as God bath condemned, Devut. 13. of what eſtate, condition, 
or bonour ſoever. Knox, App. fol. 28. 30, | 
.4. Inthe fourth place, it the Nobles will not joyn with the Peo- maſon 
ple or Commonalty in the reformation, or preſervation of true Reli- qe. anq 
gion, at the direction of the Miniſtry, the inferiour Magiſtrates may, People may 
and ſhould do it. Knox Hift. p. 217. joyn. 
5- In the fifth place, before ſo good a work be not done, if Nobles Every indwvi- 
or the whole, or greateſt part of the Commonalty will not be obedi- _ = _ 
ent, aſſiſting, and aiding to ſo good a work; Every individual man _ and oughr 
and perſon is bound to adyance this good work, to kill Papiſt, Prieſt, to the utmoſt 
Prelate, Malignant; nay, aKing, if He ſtand out an Enemy to God, of his power, 
and Chriſt, and cannot otherwiſe be reclaimed, or removed, nor by ©? Gm _ 
ſuit, or diſpute gained to the right way, ( I dare ſay, their Doctrine Pa ye ow 
leads to this) ſee Knox App. fol. 30. whereroundly he faith, The px- 
niſhment of ſuch crimes as touchthe Majeſty of God, doth not appertain to 
Kings and chief Rulers only, but alſo to the whole body of the People, and 
to every member of the ſame, torevenge the injury done againſt God, A- 
eain ſee him fol. 35. The People are bound by oath to God to revenge, to 
the utmost of their power, the injury done againſt God's Majeſty. To this 
purpoſe they alledge the Examples of Phincas, who in his zeal killed 
the Adulterers: Of Ehud, who in the ſame zeal killed Eglor 


People may. 


- in hisprivate Chamber, ( remember he was a King: ) Qf Fael, when / 


killed Sera: Of Mataihias, who in zeal killed a Jew for coinmitting 
D 2 of 
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of Idolatry ; and who inthe fame 7eal at the ſame time killed the 
Kings's Commithoner. Sir, put theſe things together, and ſee, where 
this Soveraign Supream Eccleſiaſtical Judicatory hath ſuch dominion 


. and power over mens Conſciences, - that being direted by their Mi- 


All or as many 
as are well af- 
feted,may co- 
venant, and 
combine for 
doing this 
work. 

The Confed-:. 
rates may. by 
themſelves 
give Orders. 


Pratices upon 
the Tenents, 


Ordcrs of Re- 


tormation Pre» . 


{cribed with- 
our the . '+- 
thortry of 
Sovera!gnty. 


niſtery, they are bound todo to the utmoſt of their power, for refor- 
mation and preſervation. of Religion, What ſacred perſon of any 
King can be ſecured? What man offending againſt the Majeſty of 
God ( whichis as they fanſie many times ) may not be taken-away 
by one like to a Ravi!l;ack £ What Commiſſioner or Councellor of the 
King but in doing his beſt ſervice to his Maſter, he may be ſtoned like 
to Adoram, and all this go in popular eſteem currant for good ſervice 
and extraordinary zeal to God and his Cauſe. 

6: Inthe ſixth place upon thoſe grounds, Covenants and Confede- 
racies come in to ſtrengthenall, to joyn Purſes, Perſons, Wit, and 
Strength, Contra omnes moriales, Regia Majeſtate non except4, againſt 
King and Biſhop , Prince and Prelate, to the defence of the good 
cauſe; with a combination every one to be aiding, alliſting, and main- 
taining one another in ſo good a Caule. 

=. [n thelaſt place cometh their Orders for Reformation, or Pre- 
ſervation, and that by themſelves and the collective body, or any 
Aſſociates whatſoever, without Reſpect, Reverence, or Obedience to 
the Soveratgn Authority of the Prince. 

The praCtice is clearly ſeen in Mr. Knox his proceedings, for after 
that by his Letter, which we mentioned before, written to Scorland, 
Anno, 1557. from Diepe, andotherwiſe, he had infuſed the above 
named principles into many, an Oath of confederacy was taken a- 
mongſt them, and fubcription under their hands to ſome agreement. 
This gave life to that tumultuary Reformation, much ſtrength being 
added to it, by the concurrenee of the Sacrilegious; hoping thus to 
{wallow up the Church Revenues, which is more than certain was a- 
vainſt Knox his mind , and the firſt Reformers. As we deplore great 
Joſles the Church had by this reformation, and do thank God heartily 
for his admirable bounty and mercy in the good of truth we got byit , 
yct we will neyer wrong Reformed Religion ſo muchas toaccount of 
that as an orderly reformation ; we deny not, But it was attended with 
much Scdition, Faction and Rebellion. 

Anno 1558, without the Anthority of Soveraignty, nay, without 
the knowledg of it,theſe Confederates, at the direction of their Mint 
{tery, preſcribed Orders for Reformation of Religion to be obſerved 
and praiſed thronghout the whole Kingdom, See Knox ſtory, 15 
2 & '+ They 


oO UW w PY 


ww hw OY CT }) WW UW - 


A WW Gus 132. CP 


Preseytery diſplayed, 


They go farther : they writ an Imperious Letter, to the Religious 
houſes, in the ame of the Congregation, commanding all of them to 
remove from thence againſt ſuch a day, or then they would eject 
them by force. Knox, ibid. | 

Within very ſhort time after. a Parliment being holden by the 
Quecn Regent, ( Queen Mary*s Mother, and great Grandmother 
to our gracious Soveraign ) they make a Proteſtation, that except 
they had their deſires, they would go on in their intended courſe of 
Reformation; that neither they, nor any that joyned with them, 


od, 
They charge : 
their adverſe 
party to obey 
their Orders. 


They proteſt 
againſt King 
and Parlia- 
ment. 


ſhould incur therefore any danger in life, or lands, or other Civil . 


Penaltics; and that if any violence hapned in purſuit of thoſe mat- 


ters, they ſhould thank themſelves. It is very obſervable, they were 


all bound in that Confederacy to aſliſt and ſtrengthen each other in' 


that courſe. See Knox Hiſt. pag. 2596. Firſt, here you have the Di- 
recion of the Miniſtery. Next you have a Confederacy and bond of 
mutvzl defence. Thirdly, you have Orders and Decrees agreed up- 
on in common. Fourthly, you have Warrants iſſued out to make or 


force all to be put in execution. Fifthly, you have a proteſtation, and: 


that a threatning one too, againſt the Queen Regent and whole Par- 


liament. Sir, are thoſe things conſiſtent with Monarchy ? what Scri- 


pture? what Father ? what praQice of the Church doth warrant ſuch. 


a Reformation ? 

Come on, and you ſhall have them anon in open contemning 
Soveraign Authority. The Queen Regent, to ſuppreſs theſe begin- 
nings, and to nip them in the bud, cites them to appear at Stirling. 
They appear not, They are out-lawed : all men under pain. of Trea- 
ſon are inhibited to aſſiſt them. There js no obedience;- but all in the 
confederacy adhere to them. I cannot, for my part, juſtifie this Di- 
vinity. | 

xa diſobedience and contempt;they are guilty of uſurping the 
Royal Power: for very ſhortly after, Arnor559. immediately after 
a Sermon preached by Knex in Saint-Fohnſfown, at his exhortation 
and direction, they fall to the pulling down of the Religious Houſes, 
and within tor three dayes equal three of them to the ground. Sir,. 
Can it appearathat by Holy Writ, or Reaſon, ſuch Popular rumultua- 


They contemn 
Soveraign As 


They ufurp 
Royal Power: 


ry Reformations are warrantable ? Is it not intrinſecally inherent in. 


the Crown, or whereſ0ever Soveraignty is fixed ? And fo they pro- 
ceededMin Fife, Angus, Meornis, Stirling, Lowthian, Cc. and through 
the whole Kingdom. See Knox Hilt. p. 263. Here were many good- 
ty and rich Churches ſpoiled, robbed, and caſt down. Fe 
ter. 
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Theyrenounce After this they diſclaim Soveraign Authority, except it be as they 
nome 9m i Pleaſe , and have- their deſires. The Queen Regent threatned Sr, 
6 Fohnſtown, where this diſorder was firſt acted. They of the Confe- 
deracy writ to her in plain terms, ** That except ſhe Fayed from that 
© cruelty, they ſhould be compelled to take the Sword of juſt defence x; 
* and proteited, that without the Reformation which they deſired, they 
would never be ſubjet to any mortal man, See Knox pag. 265. 
They com- More followed. By a Letter they cite all their Brethren to repair 
— unto them ; and that you may know that their Letters were Autho- 
to be affiſtanes. Titative Commands, and that all the authority is from the Jndependene 
Soveraienty of the Church, conſtder how they write to the Nobility, 
upon pain of Excommunication to joyn with them. Anox jbid. pag. 
268, 269, 272. 
They are 0- How much this Eccleſiaſtical Soveraignty did exalt it ſelf above 
beyed; the the Civil, is more than apparent in this, that when an Herald in his 
Queens He- Coat of Arms commanded all men under pain of Treaſon, to return 
rald 1s abuſed. tg their houſes, by publick ſound of Trumpet in Glaſgow; no man 
obeyed that charge, but went forward totheir aſſociates, Habes con- 
fitentem reum. KNOX, Pag.274. 
They de- They denounce War too, which was ever judged to be the pecu- 
nounce War Jjar ſpecifick Prerogative of Soveraignty, for they writ to the Biſhops 
—— and Clergy, That except they deſiſted from dealing againſt them, they. 
"Aries. | would, with all force and power, execute juſt vengeance and puniſhment 
upon them: and that they would begin the ſame war, which God com- 
manded Iſrael to execute againſt the Canaanites, Which maner of pro- 
ceeding, they termedareſiſting ofthe Enemy. Xnox Hiſt, 275, 296. 


They willhear The poor Queen Regent was brought to an Accommodation, and 


of no peace, the Aſſembly at St. Fohn#town was diſmiſſed. But at their parting, 

—_— they entred into a League by Oath, that if any one Member of their 

for mutual de. Corg7egation ( this in the Scortiſh is equivalent to Eccleſia) ſhould be 
fence, troubled, they ſhould all concur, afſift, and convene again together, for 

the defence of the ſame, Knox pag. 283. | 

The Queen Regent finding this Soveraignty over-bear Hers, and 


the Peace of the Kingdom ſhaken, by a Declarationgpbliſhed and 
d ſo much, 


proclaimed, teſtified her deſire of Peace, and deſce 
that really it was only a Requeſt. They {corned it, would none of it, 
confuted it by another, did exhort thoſe of their Faction to encourage 
themſelves inthe Lord, to ſtand upon their Guard like to the te-buil- 
' ders of Hieryſalem and the Temple, with the Sword in one hand, and 


the Bible in another, wherein they gave the Queen many _— 
| | Lye, 
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Lye, and abuſed her with reproachful and contumelious ſpeeches. 
The Subjects that continue their obedience are hononred with no bet- 
ter tearm than to be called, The Queens Fattion. You may read this 
at leifure and pleaſure in Knox Hiſtory, pag.3 30. 333. 362. 364. Nay 
they renounced their obediencennto Her, proteſted, that whoſoever 
ſhould take Her part, ſhould be puniſhed as Traytors, whenfoever God 
ſhould put the Sword of Fuſtice into their hands. Knox Hiſt. 364. 


Arlaſt they riſe to the higheſt pitch of Rebellion, and Ano 1560. They depoſe 
they depoſe the Quccn Regent, the pre-determination being given, *e Ween Re- 
that it was lawful tor them to do.ſo, by Mr, Knox and Mr. Wilcocks, 50 


This is upon record yet in that Kingdom, and is ſet down by Mr. 
Knox himſelf, Hiſt. pag. 392. 378. And it is obſeryable, that the 
Queen, if I remember right, lived but a Moneth, or little more, after 
this pious act. 

Sir, you will now ſay, that I peak too hardly of our firſt Refor- 
mers and Reformation, and would know, what is my opinion of them 
and it. To deal clearly, God is my witneſs, Iam no Papiſt, but do 


and, to give ſome ſatisfaction, Ifay, 1. Firſt, aslam able, I bleſs 
and praiſe God moſt heartily, that we were delivered from the Popes 
Tyranny, and that groſs Egyptian darkneſs we were under : which E 
aſcribe to the admirable wiſdom, and infinitely tranſcendent good- 
neſs of God. 2. Next, I leave the men toGod?s mercy ; but for the 
manner of proceeding ; the way they took, Idare not, I will not ap- 
prove it: but will ſay with Jacob, Inconcilium eorum ne veniat anima 
mea. 3. Thirdly, I daily heartily bewail that, that too too much Ido- 
lIized Reformation in an exceſſive hatred againſt Popery, did run too: 
much to the other extream ; that the goodly Order and Government 
neceſſary of the Church was ſhouldered out, the publick Service and 


Worſhip of God, with its decency, reverence, and comelineſs, was 


much defaced, diſgraced ; that goodly, ſtately, and rich Churches, 
were abuſed, robbed , and <qualted to the ground; and that the 


Church Patrimony was dilapidated : And yet this was not ſo much: 


done by the firſt called Reformers, as by their Diſciples, Xtras pa- 
rentum peſor avis. 

' It feareth me, beſides that God is puniſhing our preſent ſins,- that, 
by this ſcourge, which is guilded with the ſpecious, but ſpurious 
compellation of aglorions, thorow, ſecond-Reformation , he is in the ſane 


judge 


called the firſt. 
abhor Popery as much as any, and that I am no Puritan the other Refcrmarion 


party will witneſs for me. Iam bound to ſpeak the truth in my heart: of Scotland. 


juſtice puniſhing the ſins of that firſt Reformation. For my part, I 
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judge verily, that Church had never an orderly and warrantable Re- 
formation, till it was happily begun and advanced by King James, 
when he took the Government in his own hands, and was l:ke to come 
toa great perfection under the Government of our molt gracious So- 
veraign King Charles, Although I deny not bur the ſeed of truth 
were ſown by Hamilton, Wiſeheart, Mylne, and others, who before 
Knex Hiis time did preach truth, caſt down the Errours of Rome inthe 
peoples hearts, were far from ſtirring up the Subjects againſt lawful 
Authority, and like the ancient Martyrs, did ſuffer patiently and ſeal 
the truth of the Goſpcl with their blood. It Knox and his Compli- 
ces had kept in this way, Iam certain that Church had been more 
happy ; nor had we ſeen ſuch robbery and deformity in the Church. 
Sure Iam, great, many, and more than ordinary ſins in them, and us, 
and our fore-Fathers, have brought us to be plunged in theſe almoſt 
incxtricable miſeries: Andtill we proportionably repent, we cannot 
look to ſee better dayes, what is diſ-joynted in State ſet aright, and the 
beauty of God?s Houſe reſtored : Which God of his mercy grant to 
us, for his only Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

By what is ſaid, it appears ſufficiently, that this $:ir:ual Sore- 
raignty is far above the King?*s Crown and what we undurtook, to 
make their practiſes prove their tenets, is more than evident : only 
one thing reſts to be proved, that this Soveraignty may authorize any 
and every private man to do tothe utmoſt of their power for the Re- 

: formation of Religion, to plunder, kill, &c. 
PraQice of Sir, Irefer you to Mr. Knox Hiſtory of the Church of Scorland, 
_ _ Pag- 143, 144» 145. whererelating how Cardinal Beaton Archbiſhop 
—_ and com- Of St. Andrews, ( a man whoml juſtihe not, neither commend much) 
mended by was killed by Norman Leſly, John Leſly, Peter Charmichael, & Fames 
them. Aelvil, in his own houſe the Caſtle of St Anarews, who were all on- 
ly private Gentlemen ; and if you will truſt Buckanan, the cauſe 
was a jar betivixt Norman Leſly and the Cardinal, upon Knox?s 
ſaith, the quarrel was, the killing of Mr. George Wiſcbeart (a good 
man undoubtedly.) The Carainal could have no mercy, although he 
cried pitifully for it, ſaying 1 am a Prieſt, ye will not ſlay me; Knox 
I fay, relating this Hiſtory, commends the fact of James Meluil, killing 
him with grave and pious words in his mouth, as a godly faCtt. The 
ſum of the ſtory is, when they entred the Cardinal*s Chamber with 
{ome ſixteen or ſeventeen more, Fobn Leſly, and Perer Charmichael, 
. fell violently and paſſionately on him, but Fames Meluil with gravity 
XN, 4nd piety withdrew them, and ſaid , & Thu work and Pe f 
0ay 
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© God ( although it be ſecret ) ought to be done with great gravity. Ard 
<« preſenting unto him the point of the Sword, ſaid, Reperr rbee of thy 
« former wicked life, but eſpecially of thy ſhedding of the blood- of that no- 
«© rable inftrument of God Mr. George Wiſeheart, whico alpeit the 
&« flame of fire conſumed before men, yet cries is a vengeance upon thee, 


* and we from God are ſent torevenge it, For, here before my God [pro-, 


* reit, that neither the hatred of thy perſon, the love of thy riches, nor the 
© fear of any trouble, thou conldeſt have done to me in particular, moved 
«© or moveth me to ſtrike thee : but only becauſe thou haſt been and re- 
« maineſt an obſtinate enemy againſt Chriſt T:ſus and his boly Goſpel. 
And the meek man of God, as he is there termed, itroke kim twice 
or thrice thorow witha ſtog-ſword ; and he fell. I give all this, that 
Fames Melvil did this in revenge of Mr. George Wiſebeare being lain 
by the Cardinal; what Divinity will warrant this fat of Fames 7Mel- 
v1il*s to be a good and godly fat ( for fo it is noted in the Margent) 
toa private man to murder or kill thus a Prieſt, an Arch-bithop of ſo 
high dignity ? The reſult of all is, he did it gravely, in cold blood, 
told him ſo much, that he was ſent from God, he had no private end ; 
the motive ſtirred him up to this godly fat, was that he had been 
and remained at that time an enemy to Jeſus Chriſt and his holy Go- 
ſpel ; he exhorted him to repentance; and for all his great ſins, as 
Knox writes the ſtory, he allowed him no more time, but ſo much as 
was ſpent in his Godly Harang : for immediately after, he was twice 
thruſt thorow. But thoſe Seraphical Doftors know, Neſcir tarda mo- 
limina Spiritus Santtus ;, and the Spirit can work ſuddenly, Inter os & 
of am; Inter Pontem & Fontem, eſpecially where and when they are 
ſent of God to do ſuch great good works. But this is proteſtatio contra 
fattum: Whatever Mr. Melvil ſaid in his Proteſtation, Knox doth 
witneſs, that the Cardinal being murdered, they ſeized upon the Ar- 
tillery and Ammunition , wherewth that Fortreſs was plentifully fur- 
niſhed, and likewiſe upon the rich Hangings, houſhold-ſtuff of all ſorts, 
Apparrel, Copes, Jewels, Ornaments of Churches, great ſtore of Gold and 
Silver-Plate, beſides no ſmall quantity of treaſure in ready Coyn. 

I could inſtance ſome practiſes about the time of the Parliament 
in Ano 1621. commonly called the Marqueſs of Hamilton's Parlia- 
ment, but becauſe that will only refleft upon ſome particular per- 
ſons, I paſs it willingly and wittingly, 

It is moſt certain, when the pious and learned Doctors of Averdcen, 
did demand of the Patriarchs of this late Covenant, why they did 
not by Preaching, Printing, Cenſyring, or ſome real deed; expreſs 
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their deteſtation of that horrid Fact done by the Raſcally-rout of E- 
denburgh the 23. of July, 1937. where, at the firſt reading of the 
Service there, a great many Biſhops being in the Cathedral Church, 
the Serving-women roſe tarbarouſly within the Church, did throw 
their Stools at the Biſhop of the place, and the Dean, who was offi- 
ciating ; did cry out moſt horridly, that the Major, Aldermen, and 
others. within, could hardly compoſe it for a long time; and the 
worſt andbaſeſt of the people, who were without, did throw in 
great ſtones.at the Glaſs-windows, the Doors being ſhut. After the 
ariſing of the Commorion, to prevent more tumult and danger, and 
when Service and Sermon were done, the Biſhops, Maior, and Alder- 


men going home with the Lord Chancellor and ſome B. attending 


his Grace, the Biſhop, and Dean of Edenburgh, with others, were 
well nigh Roned in the ſtreets; when, lay, it was demanded of theſe 
Apoſtles, why they did not condemn this unchriſtian barbarovs out- 
race, void of Piety and Reaſon, and without any example in the 
Chriſtian Church, the ſum of their Anſwer was, and to this day is, 
That ſucha zealous people were to be left to their own Warrant, 
they knew not by what Spirit they were governed, God worketh 
great works many times by baſeſt means: and yet thoſe Nobles, 
thoſe zealous, thoſe intelligent and knowing Chriſtians ( whereof ma- 
ny of them in Edenburgh were known Coal-ſtealers and Whores ) 
were the firſt attive Inſtruments in this ' glorious Reformation, | confeſs 
this Divinity is ſo tranſcendent and Metaphyſical , that it exceeds my 
capacity,and is ſo fruitful upon any occafion to work all or the greateſt 
of miſchiefs, that I do not ſee how it can conſiſt with peace or ſafety 
of King, Kingdom, Church, or of any entruſted with greateſt truſt in 
Church or State. Sir, I believe any rational man may ſee by this, how 
{uperlatively this ſpiritual Seignory is above King and Royal Sove- 
raignty. Llleave it to your own judgment and memory to recollect 
ir, and to bripg home the concluſion that this Government Ecleſja- 
ſtical is inconſiſtent with Monarchy, with the Peace of a Kingdom, 
and is, or may be, in time, a mother and Nurſe of as much Rebellion 
and Treaſon, as any Jeſutiſm of the higheſt dye, if not more. Cer- 
tainly, Rome, although a Whore, and hath a Cup of Abomination in 
her hand, is not ſo bad nor ſo abominable; Ipray God to keep all 
vocd Chriſtians clean of both. 

Letus go on ; In Faith, Worſhip, andall ſpiritual things, they vin- 
dicate to themſelves ſuch a Soveraignty, that King, Commcil, Parlia- 
ment , nay, all together, muſt not touch the Scepter of Chriſt : they 

are 
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are to determine, define, take cogniſance, accuſe, ſentence, puniſh ; 
neither King, nor King and Council, nor King and Parliament, all, 
mult aſſume power here ; for otherwile, it is to intrude upon Chriſt 
and his Right. | 

This Soveraignty.is of ſo high a ſtrain, ſo large an extent, that whentheyde- 
when they have decreed any thing in this ſupream infallible Judica- mand the Roy- 
tory, thatthey may have the better obedience, to demand the King ®l peg oa] 
and Parliaments approbation ;z this is not demanded as a thing arbi- Gat :c 
tary, whichthe King and Parliament may do or not do; or leaving only an A& of 
it to his Royal Judgment with the advice of his Parliament, to qua- Courteſie, 
life or reCtifie their Decrees, and Orders; No, no truly; that is 
to betray the truſt Chriſt hath given them, they need not ſupplicate 
or petition for it, It is in them but anact of courteſie to ſhew duriful 
obedience. Andif the King and Parliament will not grant it , they 
are armed with as much power from Heayen, as to force them to do 
it, by Excommunication, and making all good Chriſtians joyn with 
them in God?s Cauſe. _ 

Sir, Ifcar you think 1 ſpeak liberally. God forbid I ſhould do it. 
I doubt not but you have read the Scottiſh Pope?s Sermon preached 
at Weſtminſter, and Printed by Order of the houſe : ſince you have 
it, I will not ſpend time and paper to cite his words, which giveth to 
the King no more. _ But to make this appear, 1 give you ſome un- 
anſwerable Reaſons. 7. It is certain in Scorland, Mr. Knox and his 
Complices ſet on their Reformation without the Queen, or Queen 
Regents authority, or the authority of Parliament. For Az» 1 558. 
they made their Confederacy ; gave out their Orders for Reformation 
throughout the whole Kingdom. Arno 1559. they acted their Re- An Inftance, 
formation, by caſting down Churches, Abbeys,&c. caſting out Prieſts. 4320 1555 
Fryers,&c. - and all this by their own radical and original Power. 
Queen Mary their true and lawful Soveraign, did authorize them in 
nothing, ſhe was then in France, The Queen Dowager, Queen Regent 
King Fames the Fifth's Widow, having the Soveraignty by fiduciary 
truſt, in regard of the abſence of the Queen her Daughter; did not 
authorize it,nay,ſhe did by her authority oppoſe it, contradict it, came 
in Arms againſt it. The Parliament was not till the year 1 560. ( how 
holden for the preſent I cannot tell )but in that Parliament they ſet 
out a Confeſſion of Faith, reformed Religion: but when they ſent to 
King and Qteen beyond Seas Queen Mary was then married to : 
Francis the Second in France ) to confirm or ratifie the Afts thereof, / 
they denied. When intelligence was given to the Confederates, they 
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profcſſed they little regarded the denial of King and Queen; for, 
jay they, ( Knox Hiſt. pag. 500. ) All we did was rather to ſhew our 
dutiful obedience, than to beg of them any ſtrength to our Religion. 
Another in this kind you have ; In Anno 1571. King James then 
being King, andthe Earl of Marre being Regerr, an Aſſembly, was 
holden at Leith, where, by the Order of the Aſſembly, and Ordinance 
of the Regent and Council, ſome Commillioners were appointed from 
the Rezere and Council, and ſome from the General Aſſembly to 
condeicend upon a plarform of Diſcipline, which was agreed to on 
both fides. The plarform js, that the Government of the Church (hall 
be by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, and Chapters, &c. The order and 
courſe of all theirNomination,Election &c. is juſt conform to that 
in Ergland at this day, and as it was in Scotland before this new happy 
Reformation. This was enrolled in the Councel-Books of that King- 


dom, and ſtands there to this day : this I know certainly, and if Ibe 


not deceived, and almoſt I dare ſay it, except they have wronged 
their moſt famous, and their moſt ancient Councels, the platform is 
upon Record in the General Aſſembly- Books. 

Give me lcave to tell you by the way one thing, that the Negarive 
Faith, which is ſme ruga, ſme macula was framed , Anno 1580. and it 
is believed, that in that Negative Faith, Epiſcopacy is abjured, as An- 
tichriſtian ; yet Az. 15$1. this ſame Government is renewed, ratified, 
and ordained to continue conſtant, and not be changed till his Ma- 
jeſty come to perfect age, and to be kept or changed then only in what 
he and his great Council the Parliament, ſhall think br, and not o- 
therwiſe. Beſore this, the King, his Houſhold, and Council, had ſub- 
{ſcribed the Negative Fautb ;, canany man, not void of judgment and 
diſcretion, think, that the King, his Houſhould, and Council, in ſub- 
{cribing it did judge Epiſcopacy Popiſh and Antichriſtian ? 

Next, it is worth your notice-taking, that as I honour the good 
Parts which were in Knox and his fellow-labourers, I never accounted- 
them as Apoſtles, men ſecured from error ; yet I will ſay ſo much 
for their juſtification, that they were greater Enemies to Sacriledg 
than their after-Diſciples; and were not againſt the Order of Epiſco- 
pacy, as Popitſh and Antichriſtian, as Mr Anarew Meclvil and his Di- 
{ciples afterward maintained. . Nor were they ſo fooliſh, to ſeclude 
all Church-men from voyce in Parliament : only their deſire was , that 
ſeeing the Popiſh Biſhops were allowed to enjoy their Benefices 
and Rents during their life-time, ( this was more than our charitable 


all 
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all other Priviledges except ſpiritual Juriſdiftion, that they ſhould 


not fit in Parliament as the repreſentarive of che Church, but in their 


places ſhould fit the Superintendents and Commiſſioners of the Church. 
Which indeed were ſomewhat like to Biſhops, but reſembled more 
Arch-Presbyters than Biſhops. PE. 


To return again thither from whence we digreſſed ; After th2t They fer on 
that platform of Diſcipline was fo agreed and eſtabliſhed, as we told their Diſct- 


before, Mr. Andrew Alil comes to Scotland abcut the year 15754. 
Cr 75. #ltra-cura. This man, a good Hebrician and Linguiſt, and 
fullof the Geneva Talmud which was now more refined, beginneth 
to ſet Presbyterian Diſcipline higher, to make a ſecond bk of Policy, 
or devout Imaginations, acknowledgeth no more Orders in the Church 
than the Four above-named: A Biſhop was no more in Scripture bur 
the ſame identically with Presbytcr. And where Abbots and Pri- 
ors to his time were nominated and admitted to the Abbies and Pri- 
ories as Church-men,*gave their trials and were collated ( as they 
ſpeak ) by the Superintendents; This great Doctor found out anov- 
ther Divinity, that there was no Biſhop but a Pariſh Prieſt ; Scrip- 
tures for Abbots and Priors, there wcre no ſuch in God's Book. 
Atthis time, and, from that they call Reformation to this time, there 
was Biſhoprick nor Abby annexed to the Crown, and conſcquent- 
ly not impropriate to any Subject. It is true, Lay-men held them #7 
commendam by the King's gift, but as men able ro do the King and 
Church good ſervice: and before their right could be compleated 
or perfected , they were to return to the King from the Superin- 
tendent a Collation or Certificate, that he was of that ability to do 
good ſervice to the King and Church. Men facrilegiouſly diſpoſed, 
graſped greedily this Doctrine , and thanked God that their naines as 
Abbots and Priors were not in the Book_of God, And to have theſe 
Church-livings and dignities with Biſhopricks annexed to the Crown, 
and from thence to impropriate them to them, -and their Heirs; they 
deified Mr, lui , and contributed their beſt wits and uttermolt 
Power to raiſe Presbyterial Government higher. And by the ſole au- 
thority of that they call the Church, they began without the King, Coun- 
cel or Parliament's conſent or authority, to diſtribute the whole 
Kingdom into ſo many Presbytcries, as they thought fit in their di- 
ſcretion and by the direcion of the holy Spirit : and did procure pri- 


vate Subſcriptions to their new Book of Policy, and put it in pra- . 


(tice. Sir, I hope you are the more apt to believe this, becauſe you 
know in England the Diſciplinarians jn Lonaon meetings debated 
'and 
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and eſtabliſhed their orders, in ſecret and not-warrantable Co nyen- 


ticles, and much about the ſame time; and great correſpondence 
was entertained betwixt the Scots and the Englith at that time. How 
that Book of Diſcipline was practiſed without any authority, in 
Surrey and Northampton-ſhire, and other places, you know well e- 
nough. 

Now Ipray you, When, without Authority, by their own inhe- 
rent radical Right, they make Orders, reform, eſtabliſh a Diſcipline; 
Do theſe men imagine, that the concurrence of Chriſtian Authority- 
Soveraign is abſolutely neceſſary ? Or that their demand is any thing 
elſe but an att of courteſie, whea by themſelves and Aſliſtants they 
may eſtabliſh and praCtiſe it ? 

This ſecond Book of Policy Maſter #1vil's Reformation, is the 
Epocha of our ſecond Reformation. The fruits of which I will tell you 
were, the Annexation of all Biſhopricks, Abbeyes, Priories, Oc. to 
the Crown, which was effetuated Ammo 1587. 

If you will caſt your eyes upon the third glorious Reformation, that 
makes the Popes knees ſhake like Belſhazzers, when he did ſee the 
hand-writing on the wall, ( that is, if we will ſpeak truly, this defor- 
mation which is the diſprace of reformed Catholick Religion, and 
w hich threatneth Church and Religion, King and Kingdom with ruin) 
you will finde theſe men have ſung a note above Ela, have ordered 
and practiſed more than all that went beforethem. MHanc movere no- 
loCamirinam, TI hope a better wit and more Elegant and Eloquent 


Pen, ſhall ſometime Anatomiſe this Monſter, and fo lay it open to. 
the view of the world, that it ſhall appear to be no true brood of the 


Reformed Catholick Proteſtant Religion. 

2, Secondly,another Argument to prove that this Superlative So- 
veraignty #r ſpiritualibus, hath all its moſt natural Subjects at it*s de- 
votion and obedience, is this, that what they command to be Preach- 
ed, muſt ſound alike in all their Synagogues And whoſoever he be 
that is the Miniſter of the King's Family, he muſt preach the ſame, 
There is no coequal, corrival, or co-ordinate Power that can do fo 
much as #nrercedere make the leaſt ſort of crothng, oppoſing, or inter- 
poſing. Isit not known that the Kings Miniſter in Scotland at the di- 
rection of this Conclave, when his Councel have been to meet free- 
quently for Treaty with Ambaſſadors from forraign Kings, upon 
the Lord?s day or Week-dais Sermon before the meeting, wer maep- 


\ Snoias, in great freedom of the Spirit, hath told him all the Coun- 
\-1 of God from Heayen, with a denunciation of Judgments if he 


ſwerve 
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ſwerve fromit. And if the King had gone to the Church of Eder- 
burgh, a Beardleſs Boy had told him more ſound wiſdome from 
Heaven, how to article and conclude in matters of higheſt con- 
cernment, betwixt him and Spain, or him and France, than all the 
wiſeſt Councellors and greateſt Nobles in the Land: and this, for- 
ſooth, mult be the King and CounceP}s rule. 


3. Thirdly, do they not challenge to themſelves the fole power They appoint 
to appoint publick Faſts, to give the reaſons of it, which ordinarily Publick Faſts, 
' are, that God*s Judgements are incumbent and eminent upon 


Church and Kingdom, for the fins of the Governout and Goyer. 
nours, and that the Government is amiſs. And the conſequent or 
effect of theſe Faſts is, too too frequently and ordinarily, ſome Com- 
motion, Sedition, Rebellion, or, at laſt ſome change of Court, Coun- 
cc], or Seflion. 


| cannot here paſle by a ſtory as true as ſtrange. While King a grangeaf- 
Fames was in Scotland, two French Ambaſſadors had remained ſome front offered 
months there with him : being ready to depart and take their leave to K. 7anes. 


of the King, the King for His own, and the French Kings greater 
Honour, ſent on a Saturday for the Maior and Aldermen of E- 
derburgh, commanding them the very next Monday to Feaſt the 
French Ambailadors. The miniſters of Edenburgh to affront the 
King, and the King of France too, on Sunday intervening indict a 
ſolemn faſt ro be kept to morrow on Monday, the, day appointed 
the Saturday before by His Majeſty for the entertainment of the Am- 
baſſadors. The Magiſtrates of Edenburgh proudly contemne the 
command of the ſupream- ſpiritual powers, and, out of carnal 
afftegion, feaſt the King and French Ambaſladors Royally and 
Nobly on Monday ; When the Miniſters and the good Chriſtians of 
Eadenburgh faſt , the King, the Ambaſſadors, and Magiſtrates of Eder- 
bargh feaſt, 6 facinus hoyrrendum! But to avert Gods Judgment from 
the Land, the Maior and Aldermen were cited and convented( here 
was ſome favor that the King and Ambaſſadors, were not; bur, I 
will tell you, it was partiality and corruption, for ſome of the Mi- 
niſters were the Kings Penſioners, and this kept the King free) to be 
cenſured for their high Scandat in contemning ſo ſolemn a Falt. 
There was much work: but the King who was the chiet and al 
moſt ſole tranſgreſlor, with interpoſed delays? and much follicita- 
tion and prudence,. took oft the edge of their zeal, and the purſuir 
ccaled. 

4. That this Aſſembly 1s Soveraign in all Spirirxals, admits no 
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None preich- Co-ordinate or Co-equal power, far leſs a ſuperiour,: is clear in this; 
ng Treaſon is Thar if any Preacher be charped before King or Councel for any 
? offence to be puniſhed, if they in any caſe can cloath it with a ſp;- 


ritual reſpect, or circumſtantiate it ſo that it may bequalihed for the 
Spiritual High Sarhearim, the party cited and convented, may and 
ought to appeal to the General Aſſembly, as to the Tudge competent. 
Mr. Andrew Meluil , if 1 be not deceived, was the firlt ſpiritual Coun: 
ſellor of Law,that taught this way.lt is certain, that what they preach 
in Pulpitis not cenſurable by King, Parliament, nor Councel, or a- 
ny Judge or Judicatory elſe. There be two reaſor s for it: one is, that 
Speritus Prophetarum ſubjefts Prophetis, the ſpirits of the Prophets are 
{ubject to the Prophets only, 1 Cor. 14. the Lother is, whilſt men 
are there in that infallible Pulpit, they are ruled by ſome ſuperiour 
good Spirit ; and they dare not blame or condemn them, leſt they 


' ſhould offend and fin againſt the Spirit : and fo although a man 


Preach down-right Treaſon, if it be in this place he is priviledged. Ir 
is known and [ hope, yet remembred, that after King 7ames of bleſ- 
ſed memory Ano. 1584. made many good Laws to curb the Inſo- 
lency of Miniſters ; did by Statute and Act .of: Parliament declare His 
Supremacy over Eccleſiaſtical Perſons and Cauſes, condemn all Ju- 
dicatories in uſe which were not by his own authority eſtabliſhed ; 
( He meancd the Presbyterial ); That the Miniſters then did impor- 
tune the King to repeal them : and when that would not do, did 
they not fall at laſt into open railing againſt him in Pulpit as ar ene 
my ro Chriſt and his Kingdom ? They diſperſed through the King- 
dom, infamous libels againſt his Perſon and Royal Honour: they 
branded him as an Apoſtate from the truth, and reviled him as an of- 
ſpring of the cruel and bloody houſe of Gus/e. T his forced the King to 
put out a Declaration Arno 1585. in print yet extant; to vindicate him- 
telf and his Honour from that unchriſtian and more than diſloyal ca- 
lumnie. At or about the very ſame time ſome fugitive Miniſters out 
of Scotland, pretending, they were Perſecutors, did in the Pulpits of 
London, with their foul mouths, raile againſt his Majeſty, the wiſeſt 
and learnedeſt of Kings: ſo that the Scottiſh Ambaſſador was forced 
tocomplain to Queen Elizabeth of it: Her Majeſty gave preſent or- 
der to the Lord Biſhop of Lendonthen, to ſilence all the Scottiſh Prea- 
chers ther | 


Now that this Sanhedrim is only competent Judge in Spirirualibus, 


\ and that one convented Leſore King and Councel, may decline His 


and 
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and the CouncePs authority , although he hath preached Treaſon, ap- 
peareth clearly. 

I. Firlt if this had not bcen an ordinary praCttice before this time, 
what necdeth the making of that Act of Parliament, Anno 1 584. 
declearing it Treaſon, in all times to come, to decline the Power and 
Juriſdiction of the King and His Councel ? 2. Secondly, Has not 
7.1mes Gibſon Miniſter at Pencaitland witnelled for or againſt himſelf 
rather; in this caſe, in Print? who publickly in his preachings compa- 
red His Majeſty unto Jeroboam, told him, He ſhould be the leaſt of his 
Race, reproached him as a Perſecutor; and much more of this zealous 
{tuff : Who being convented before the King and Councel, and ac- 
cuſed of thoſe pious Crimes, he with that boldneſs becometh His Or- 
der, juſtified all, ſaying to His Majeſty, As long as you maintain theſe 
cnrſed As of 1584. the tyranny of Biſhops, you are a Perſecutor, And 
adds, that as Jeroboam for the leading of the people of Iſrael from the 
Laws of the houſe of Judah, and from the true Lay i of God, was rooted 
owt, he and all his poſterity: ſo ſhould the King ( if He continued in 
that wicked conrſe, maintaining thoſe wicked alts againſt God ) be 
ructed out and concluded the race, Much more to the like purpoſe was 
2.4, and, If any look upon the Privy-Councel Books of the Kingdom 
ot Scotland, he will find thisa truth. He was convented 27. Decemb. 
Anno 1585, This man was an Oracle conſulted, and gave his anſwer 
in Coppinger, Arthington, and Hacker's extraordinary motion, which 
ſtory you know better thanT. | 

Mr. Black, Miniſter of St. Andrews, was convented too before the 
King and Covncel about the ſame time, who appealed from King and 
Councel to the Presbytery or General Aſſembly +, this laſt had ſpoken 
againſt both King and Queen. There wasa great buſineſs for the two 
mens Appeals, their Brethren ſided ſo much with them that the King 
had too much to do. At laſt out of more than warrantable indulgence, 
His Maieſty was content to inſiſt no farther againſt them before His 
Councel ;- but to remit their cenſure to the General Aſerbly it ſelf: 
before which it was clearly proved, that in Pulpit they had ſpoken 
reproachful and treaſonable ſpeeches ;z yet could the King by no 
power or intreaty obtain of them to inflict any puniſhment upon 
them, becauſe, {aid they, They knew not with what Spirit they were 
over-ruled, 

I will ſhut up this point with one Inſtance, more than ſuſhicient to 
make the truth of what I ſay to appear. Before King James came to 
the Crown of Exelazd, it wasordinary in Scotland to haye a General 

F Aſſembly 
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Aſſembly once a year, andoftner pro re nata, upon any great Exigent. 
T he lalt which was kept during His Majeltics abode there was Arno 
1602. in the cloſe of which the next cnſuing was appointed to be at 
Aberdeen, An. 1603.1In theinterim the King ſucceeding to Q. Eliza- 
beth, and being in Ergland, He was ſo much taken up with the affairs 
of this Kingdom, that he was neceſſitated to lay aſide thoſe concerned 
Scotland; and for this reaſon His Maieſty thought it fit to adjourn the 
Aſſembly C unto which he had a ſpecial eye, knowing their turbulent 
dispoſition and experienced in it whileſt he was preſent amongſt 
them} to the next Summer in A770 1604. When the time appoinic! 
was come, His Majeſties more wcighty affairs not ſuffering him to 
think upon the Aſſemblies buſmeſs, he gave order to Prorogate it to 
another and longer day , which was accordingly done by publick 
Proclamation, authorized by, His Honorable Privy-Council of that 
Kingdom. Notwithſtanding all which, ſome thirteen or fourteen 
Godly zealous Brethren ful needs meet at Aberdeen at the apy ap- 


pointed for the Aſſembly. They eſtabliſhed and formalized the” Tp- 
dicatorie, by conſtituting a Moderator, a Clerk, and other eſſential 
Members of the Court. The Lords of Council underſtanding this 
contempt, ſent a Gen:leman of good quality and place, with an He- 
raldat Arms, to diſcharge and diſſolvethe Holy-meeting. TH& Com- 
miſſioner and Herald were entertained with as much reſpect, as before 
they had given reverence to the Proclamation iſſued out bythe So- 
icraign authority of the King with the advice of his Honourable Pri- 
vy Counſel. The Holy Fathers in th: great Sanhedrzxur proteſted and 
profeſicd, that in Conſcience and Duty to Almighty God, they 
were bound to preſerve the Churches right, and could not, wonld 
not give way to that power the King Sacrilegiouſly uſurped, which 
properly and natively belonged to the Church virtual, The Aſent ly, 
T hey kept and continued the Aſſembly ſome daies, and finding that 
no more of the holy Brotherhaod came to joyn with them, they 
a;tlolved, and to preſerve the hgly right of the Church appointed the 
time and place of meeting for the next Aſſembly. The King hearing 
this gave order to His Privy-Counccl to cite and convent them be 
fore them, and to puniſh this High contempt. The more zealous Cham- 
rrons of the Lord of Hoſts appeared, and with an undaunted courage 
gave into the Loris of Council a Proteſtation, 4 Declinator from the 
King's Council, and appealed to the next General Aſſembly, as the 
{ole and competent judge in this caſe and cauſe, The King's Atturney 
or Adyocate, by order from the Council-Table, was ordained 

to 
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to purſue them criminally before the Lord Juſtice-General, and that 
upon the Act of Parliament mentionend before Az7o 1584. upon 
which Order, the one half confeſſed their fault, and eaſily made their 
Peace, and obtained pardon. The zealots were convicted of Trea- 
fon , ad Terrorem & Exemplum more than for any other end or re- 
ſpect :and only baniſhed the Kingdom, Of whom the moſt part 
thereafter upon their confeſſion and ſubmiſſion were pardoned, came 
home, lived and enjoyed their own, or at leaſt as good, if not better 
Benefices. Sir, are theſe things conſiſtent with Monarchy, or the 0- 
bedienceis due to Soveraignty and its Higheſt Courts? 


So abſolute and nncontrollable is this high Celeſtial Court, that TheSoveraigr- 


It commandeth Conſcience and Sou], diſpoſeth of Body and Eſtate 
1n the point of Religion, that if you conform not in all, neither Soul, 


nor Body, nor Eſttate, can be in Peace z nay, notoleration can be conſcience, 
allowed where this ſoveraignty domineereth. And to make this Body, and &- 
power of the larger extent, it is ceriain; their faith and things flare. 


neceſſary to Salvation, are of greater latitude than that of the Coun- 
Ci] of Trent, 

[f any doth not, after a little time granted for information, con- 
form and ſubſcribe to their Confetlion of Faith, C which is more in 
Negatives and DeſtruCtives, than athrmatives and Poſitives ) their 
rule of Government, their manner of Worlhip, and whatelfe in their 
opinion is neceſſary to Salyation, ( and in this I am ſure they are rore 
rigorous than ever God or Catholick Church was, for if you diſſent 
but from them in a Theological Tenet, itis Hereſie ) you are forth- 
with excommunicated, and grven over tothe Devil: after which, upon 
the remonſtrance of a Commiſſioner from the Pretbytery to the civil 
Judge, there is a Warrant from Suprearg Authority given out to 
command you to Conform( this is different from the Writ De ex- 
communicato capiendo ) or then within few dayes to be put to the horn 
( that is out-lawed. ) Upon diſobedience the tender Conſcience not 
conforming, the Out-lawed?s Eſtate moveable ( Chattels we call it ) 
become proper to the King. God knoweth, little of this benefit 
commeth to the King?s Theſaurer : but, a Donator to the Eſcheit, which 
ordinarily is the Convicted?s mortal Enemy, tor a little compoſition 
hath the right made over, and hath the benefit of the Eſcheir. [f,with- 
ina year and day he give not obedience and conformity ; his whole 
Revennes and Rents of immoveable Goods are forteic to the Ring 
during his life-time. Some Enemy of His, or Favourite of the The- 
{aurers, obtaineth the King*s Right, and the King hath little —_— 
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thing of it. Here you bave him ſtript of all his Eſtate moveable, im- 
movcable. Yet here is not an end: but flill upon Remonſtrance of 

the Presbyicries or Church®s Commiſſioner , another Writ goeth out, 

which they call Letters of Caption, ( that is, if 1 miſtake not, the 

Tant? amount of the Writ De Excommunicato capiendo ) which is di- 

iced to all Sheriffs Stuards, Provoſts, &c. to ſeize and ſecure his 

Perſon whereſocver it may be apprehended, and to commit him to 

cloſe Priſon as a Rebel. It he sknlk and hide himſelf, then upon the 

iame Remonſtrance gocth out a Writ, which there they call Lerrers of 
Inter-communing (1 know nothing in the Law like this) the intent is, 

that none of the King?s Subjects commune or confer with him co- 

ram or perſonally, or by Letter or interpoſed Perſon keep intelli- 

gence or correſpgndence with him ; otherwiſe the intercommuner is 

to be judged and reputed to be a Rebel of the ſame guiltineſs. You 

will be pleaſed to remember this when the Church requireth all theſe 

of the civil Magiſtrate ( ſo they are pleaſed to term Soveraignty ) he 

is bound to grant them. Now, Sir, I pray you conſider, if this is not 

in many reſpects worſe than the Inquiſition, when an Opinion in a 
Theological Tenet different from the allured Faith of thoſe Gamalzels 

- may bringa man unto all thoſe troubles. Only to make ainends for 

this, remember, this authoritative way preſeryetha Church from He- 

4 . reſje, Errour, Superſtition, and Schiſm. _ 
4 = yu! !s There is another practice of the power of this Court, that for the 
he 3 018 glory of God, the honour of King, the good and preſervation of 
to Religion, Church and Religion, it may aſſume to its ſelt to be Judge of what is 
and of fie and Treaſon, what is not : who are fit Councellors for a King, who not. 
worthy Coun- . Practice is the moſt ſure infallible and clear proof and demonſtr+- 
-rzngy b6 % tion of power. I will give you one in the caſe of Treaſon, that none 
hag dare to ay it is aLye, and which can be made good by the authentick 
and publick Records of Parliament and Councel of Scerland;, and 
their own noble Acts of General Aſſembly. 

\Whem King James, about the age of 7oſias, ( when in holy Writ it 
is recorded of him that he began to feek the Lord with all his heart) 
had taken the Government of the Kingdom in his own hand ; and did 
Reign and Rule with ſuch Prudence incomparable, admirable, that 
none could juſtly except againſt Him or His Government : yet ſuch 
was the reſtleſs ambition of ſome, who could not with patience en- 
dure the truſt of others, eſpecially of that Noble worthy Eſme Duke 
of Lenox, His Majeſty *s neareſt Kinſman and higheſt Favourite, and 

. that juſtly for His moſt eminent Noble Endowments : m_—_ 
” 
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diſcontented Gentlemen layed downa reſolution to get the King in- 
to their hands and power, and to thruſt out that Noble Prince. They 
watched an oppurtunity, when the King came to kis ſport of Hunt- 
ing near to Saine-Fohnſtown with an ordinary attendance ( the Noble 
Peer ſtanding with others at Edenburgh, for the King and Kingdoms 
better ſervice ) ſurprized him fearing no ill, ſeized his Perſon, car- 
ried him along to the Caſtle of Ruthen, kept him ſo that none could 
have acceſs to him, till he was forced to command the Duke of Len- 
10x to depart the Kingdom ( which out of zeal and love to the King he 
did, in Winter embarquing at Durnbritron, came to France and died 
ſhortly after ) and to change all his Servants they diſliked, and to 
ſurround him with themſelves and their own. They kept their King in 
captivity the {pace of nine Moneths, ſuffering none to come at him 
but ſach as they pleaſed. The wiſe King put a good face upon a fowl 
buſineſs, cemed tolike well of them and their courſes. Neverthe- 
leſs the beit and moſt knowing of Subjects grumbled exceedingly to 
ſce their Prince ſo abuſed. The Conſpirators underſtanding it, did 
adviſe upon the beſt courſe to ſatisfie the people, and to bring them 
to approve their way. They wrought with the chief Rulers of the 
Synagogue, and prevailed. At the next General aſſembly, they 


give in a Remonſtranceto them then ſitting in Edenburgh, declaring 
' the Extraordinary Reaſon that moved them to ſecure His Maielty's 


Perſon in the Caſtle of Rxthern: their zeal to the Reformed Religion, 
which was in imminent and apparent danger by the practices of the 
Duke, who was ſent from France to Scotland of purpoſe to corrupt 
the young King : their care to ſecure the Kinz*s Royal Perſon, whom 
the Duke intended to conveigh privately to France : their deſire to 


free the Subjects from the bloody tyranny and oppreſſion both of 


their lives and goods by the malitious diſpoſition and inſatiable a- 
varice of thoſe who were about him and over-ruled him ; and a great 
many more ſpecious pretences, ( which are not much different from 
theſe of this time :) upon this Narrative the humble Petition to this 
Superlative Soveraignty was, that the holy Brotherhood would be 
pleaſed to give an approbation to tlfts. their Heroick and Chriſtian 
fact, and whatſoever was their judgment they would obey it ; with 
this Proviſs, that it ſhould be made known to all good Chriſtians 
within the Realm. The Demand was pious and juſt, the holy Aſſem- 
bly, ſecured from erring anderrour, and not encroaching upon any 
thing Meerly civil, but ina caſe of ſo high concerament #2 o-dine ad 


ſpiritualia, as competent Judges, do take the caſe into their con- 
{1dzration, 
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ſideration, and after mature dcliberation , being aſſiſted with a fan- 
cicd infallible direCtion, give out theirVerdid, authoriſe and approve 
all in ſubſtance or circumſtance to be holily and juſtly with much zeal 
and diſcretion done. In all this they exceeded not their power, and 
that becauſe, what was done, was for the advancement of God?s glo- 
ry, the honour and perſonal ſafety of the King, and publick good 
of the Kingdom : That all good people might reſt content and be ful- 
ly ſatisfied it was further ordained, That all Miniſters ſhall upon 
their return to their Pariſhes, intimate ſo much to all their Flocks, 
and withal exhort all people to eſteem the Actors as good Chriſtians 
and Patriots, that for the cauſes above-mentioned were neceſſitated 
ro take this courſe, to preſerve Religion, to rectifie the Frrours of 
Court, which were brought and wrought to that height that both Re- 
ligion and Policy were in the greatelt imaginable danger. The Or- 
dinince was accordingly performed, to no ſmall grief of honeſt Sub- 
jects and Chriſtians. Sir if there were no more Inſtances, What do 
you think of this ? 
It is worth your notice-taking, that this Noble Duke «dying in 
France, who bcfore His coming to Scorland, had been bred in Po- 
pery, becarhe a Proteitant when He came thither, and was King Fames 
his Convert. While he was adying, Romiſh Prieſts were molt ear- 
neſt for acceſs to reconcile him to that Church ; but he, adhering to 
truth, and proteſting with all his Promiſe to his Couſin King 7ames, 
would admit none, and died in the Communion of the Proteſtant re- 
formed Church. 
The Sove- This high Court, the General Aſſembly, #2 ordine ad ſpiritualia 
raignty cf the challengeth and practiſerha Soveraign power above all Civil Laws 
oy *- and Statutes, and Acts of Parliament. And that with that power, that 
and Sh wa, of it ſeIf it may repeal and condemn ſtanding Laws and Aqs of Par- 
them, liament, which are in practice; and obſerved within the Kingdom, 
To give you a recent. example and inſtance of this ; Since this 
Aſlembly of late in this diſtemper hath recovered its place and power, 
the Generall Aſſemblies of Glaſcow and Edenvurgh have damned Bi- 
ſhops as Antichriſtian and againſt their retormation. I wave this, 
More, they have ſecluded Biſhops or any Church-man from having 
any Voyce in Parliament, Conventions, or Councel. Thus by their 
own moſt proper Eccleſiaſtical Authority, theys have mace void 
many Acts of Parliament there, which beforc were in force and 
P, practice. As that in An” 1554. Declaring it Trcaſon to call in 
queſtion the power and anthority of ary of the thrce Eſtates, ( = is, 
; LNOPS3 
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Biſhops, Lords, and Commons ) or any one of them. This Alt was made 
only to preſerve the Priviledges of the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtate inviol1- 
ble. This is evident by the King?s Declaration put forth the year fol- 
lowing 1585. Again, they have made void another A of Parlia- 
ment in Anno 1596, Ordaining, Miniſters that ſhould be provided by 
His Majeſty to Prelacies to have Vote in Parliamem ,, as being the third 
Eitare, Another in Anno 1606. 

The fame Aſſemblies, did declare the As of the Aſſemblies. of 
Cliſgow, Perth, Cc, null, void, and unlawful : which notwithſtand- 
ing were cnacted as Municipal Laws, obedience commanded, an1 


piatiledin the greateſt part of the Kingdom. How much King Fames . 


his happy memory is blaſted, by theſe ſupercilious new Orders of thoſe 
Aſſemblies, my Pen bluſheth to expreſs. 

The ſame Aſſemblies have condemned the High Commiſſion Court, 
declared by ACt of Parliament. And this is done upon this ground 
( which proveth their Soveraignty in ſpiritualibus ) becauſe it was not 
conſented to by the Church : That is, the vertual Church, the General 
Aſſembly. | 

Whenl conſider theſe things, I cannot ſufficiently wonder how the 
High-Court of Parliament of England, hath ſwallowed and ſworn 


their Covenant, which in its right ſenſe doth eſtabliſh a Court above | 


King and Parliament. Judge you, Sir, if this Oath be #2 Judicio, 
wveritate, & juſtitia. : 

If King and Parliament be ſubordinate to this Court i jpirzru-l:- 
bus,or in remporalibus in ordine ad Eccleſiaſtica, all the reafon in the wortd 
will plead, that it is moſt juſt, that all Judicatories whatſoever, even 
the Supreameſt from whom lieth no Appeal, ſubmit and ſubject them- 
ſelves tO it. 

The holy Fathers of this Court have ſhewn their Right in this Po'nt 
too. Toconfirm this, fearing I have wearied you, I will bring but one 
Inſtance, and ſpare to trouble you with more. 

This Story can be made good by Records, which I am to tell you. 
And firſt, give me leave to inform you, That the Loras of Seſſion ( who 
by Ac of Parliament are fo ) are in all Civil Cauſes the Supream Ju- 
dicatory of the Kingdom under the King. No Judgment paſſed there 
can be rectified or reduced by any Judicatory, under the King and 
Parliament, but by themſelves, which is only by ſuſpenſion of Execu- 
tion of that is judged and decreed, or by att:on of Reduction : Thir is 
nothing but Provecatio a Philippo male edofto, ad Philippum refl;ns edo- 
aum, This thus premiſed, 1 come home. - | 

Mr. 


All Judicato- 
ries are ſub- 
ordinate to 
this Sathearim. 
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A; Fohn Graham,one of the Judges of that aſſociate Body, had 
commenced an ordinary and proper Suit before the Lords of Setlion, 
Obtained Decree and Judgment according to his Libel. After which, 
a rumour was noifed abroad, that the Writs and Evidences, upon 
which his Suit and the Judgment upon it were founded, were forged 
and falſe. The General Aſſembly took notice of this injuſt Decree, as 
they to whom the inſpeCtion of religion and Juſtice belongeth, and 
who were bound not to ſuffer ſuch an unjuſt Judgment to take place 
and be executed. They ſend for Mr. ZFohn Graham, commanding him 
by their authority to paſs from his Decree, to make no uſe of it againſt 
the Party againſt whomit was obtained,and that becauſe it was purcha- 
icd upon falſe grounds, and z#r gave occaſion of great ſcandal, that he 
being a Judge ſhould make ule of ſuch Writs. His anſwer was, If any 
would challenge his Decree or Fudgment upon any jult ground, he might 
have his recourſe to the orainary Juage, and take it away by way of redu- 
tion ; but folong as it was not reduced, it concerned him to take the 
benefit of it. Then ſeeing that they could not prevail by Admonition, 
they threatned him with Excommunication, if he did not what they 
enjoyed. He Appeals from them to the Lords of Seſſion, as the 
only Comperent Judges in ſuch caſes : notwithſtanding they 
reſolve to proceed againſt him. The Lords of Seſſion finding them- 
telves intereſſed, and the aſſembly uſurping upon them and their 
power, inthis proceeding againſt one of their own number, who had 
appealed tothem in @ civil cauſe already judged by them; direted 
ſome of their number to the Aſſembly, and deſired them not to 
meddle any more in that buſineſs, as being meerly civil, and no 
wayes belonging to their juriſdiction. This produced no other effect, 
but incenſed the holy Fathers to rail againſt the Judges as wicked and 
corrupt men, who ſided one with another whether it were right or 
wrong. The butincſs at laſt came to this hight, that the Lords of 
Seflion ( who would not ſuffer them to encroach upon their Privi- 
ledges) by vertue of that Delegate-power and authority they were 
enveſted with from the King, threatned to out-law them, and to pro- 
claim them Rebels to the King, if they proceeded any further, and 
would not admit of the Appeal. The Aſſembly finding themſelves 
too weak, and not able to make their part good by power ( in which 
caſe only they will be Martyrs ) fell from the purſuit, and all was 
quieted. 

; Sir, I pray you to conſider, in what condition are they that live 
vader ſuch a Government thzt is boundleſs and_ umvyerſal 3 will 
give 
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give Laws to King, Councel, -and Parliament ; Repeal theirs at. 
pleaſures; reduce and make void Decrees and Judgment of higheſt 
Tudicatories, &'c, What Peace or Tranquillity can there be in ſuch 
2a State or Kingdom ? Give me leave to tell you a true Story. It 1s 
known and lamented by all good men this day, how King Fames His 
Soul was vexed with them, that many times they have made Him fall 
out in tears. A Noble-man, a moſt wiſe man, then Chancellor, ſeeing 
the King extreamly troubled at the miſcarriage of the Miniſtery, ſaid 
to Him : Sir no man is to be blamed, that you are ſo much troubled 
with the Miniſters, as your felf; for when they do any thing amiſs, 
you never ceaſe till by your Royal Prudence and authority you ſet it 
aright again: but, would you leave them to themſelves, the very bo- 


dy of the Pcople would rife upagainſt them , and ſtone them out of 


the Kingdom. His Majeſty returned a molt pious anſwer, worthy 
to be written inletters of Gold in marble, that all Kings may learn 
it ; My Lord, faith He, your advice is ſhrewd:policy, but your coun- 
ſel is not good piety. If lhad no more to do but to ſerve my ſelf 
of them for a politick end, your advice is good, and I know it would 
prove ſo. But God hath appointed me a Nurſe or Father of his 
Church, it is my charge from my Lord and Maſter to preſerve his 
Church, and not to ruinate it. Which if I do, God will ruinate me and 
my Poſterity. 

King James, in the Conference at Hampron-Court, hath well ob- 
ſerved, that this Eccleſiaſtical Government prepareth way, and uſh- 
ereth in a Democratical Government. And he tclleth alſo, that in His 
Mother Queen 4ary*s abſence, and in his own Minority and non- 
age, it was much thought upon and intended. Their Maxims of Di- 


+ vinity lead toit: for they ſay, Reſpublica eſt in Eccleſia : The Church 


and her policy are the Houſe, the Civil Government 1s but the Hang- 
ings, which neceſſarily for decency and good order muſt be made con- 
formable to the Houſe. Monarchy is enmity againſt the Church. Ca- 
therwood in his book Intituled Altare Damacenum, gives you it in down 
Tight tearms, Natura inſitum eſt omnibus Regibus in Chriſtum odium 
andin his Preface or Epiſtle (1 have not the Book by me ) he calls 
R Zames, Infenſiſſimum. & infe$t:ſſimum purioris. Religtonis hoſtem. And 
that they may now excerciſe all their power, and bring the Kingdom 
to a popular State, which was not fo feiſfible before, it is more than 
probable, and much to be feared, and with great prudence to be pre- 
vented : becauſe the General Aſſembly hath in it now the prime 
Noble-men of the Kingdom, Dukes, Marquelles, Earls, m_ : 

; G The 
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the molt aCtive and knowing Knights of Counties, and Eſquires, the 
aviſelt Citizens and Corporations, and this in the capacity of Ru 
ling-ellerzs, who difcontented are able here to make a FaCtion, call 
King, Selfion Councel, or whqm they pleaſe before them, becauſe 
of their ſupream, univerſal and independent juriſdiction. And this 
Jadicatory cannot grr inits determination, for it is undonbtedly ſe- 
cured irom errour, and aſlifted with infallibilyy. 

I his divine Policy hath another facred trick ro preſeryc its Sove- 
raignty and to continue it, which is this : The General Aſſembly or- 
dinarily meets but once a year, yet at the end and cloſe of every Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, there is a choice made of ſome Commiſſioners, ( a 
Committee) who are to reſide, or at leaſt upon any neceſfary occa- 
ſion to be atEdenburgh. Theſe are the virtual Aſſembly, and their 
power continueth till the next General Aſſembly. They are in the 
tirſt place, to intimate to the King the deſire and demands of the 
Aſſembly, and to 'fee all due civil Santtion and confirmation given to 
z: : the King, His Councel, His Parliament can change nothing of 
their ſacred Decrees without their conſent. What ever new occur- 
rence is in Church or State pro re nard, theſe Commiſſioners are 
to give order and to ſee, ne quid detriments Ecleſia capiat. It is 
true, their orders bind only in the interim betwixt the two Aſſem- 
blies, and the next plenary General Aſſembly may derogare, abrogaxe, 
obrogaze, Cc. Yet give me leave to tell you truth, theſe great De- 
legates with their power have ſo much influence upon the next Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, that their #geCza:vuaſe precognitions and predeter- 
minations are formally and legally cnatted. Nor is this to be won- 
dred at : for the Achitophels and Foabs of Church and Kingdom, the 
beſt head-peices of greateſt depth, Preachingand Ruling-Elders, are 
in this Junto. | 

Here are all diſturbing Seditions, and treaſonable courſes hatched 
and conceived : whether it be Treaſon againſt the King, Sedition 
in State or kingdom, the change of Court, the removinz of Cour- 
tiers from the King, the ſurrounding of him with others, &c. The 
next Aſſembly owns all their courſes, decrees them nnder pretence 
of piety, Reformation of abuſes, removing of Malignants from the 
King and from his Councel, from being Judges in the ſupreameſt Ju- 
dicatories of the Kingdom, &e. By this means, at pleaſure, when 
2nd where they will, they ptocure Parliaments to work for their 
own private ends. To facilitate the work; order is given to all Preſ- 
dyceries, to command all the Miniſters to preach to their Flocks, - 
make 
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make and keep Faſts, for the danger the Church is in ; that the King 
is inclinable, nay inclining to Popery ; that there are none in truſt or 
power by Him, 1n Court, 'Councel, Exchequer, or Seffion, but ſuch 
as.are Popiſh or Popitbly affeced : and ſuch they mult be, if they 
once determine it. And woful experience hath confirmed it, that 


worthy, innocent, and- deſerving men have ſuffered, and the King 


bath been forced to abandon His beſt Servants. 
This cloſe Committee hath all theſe Prerogatives: 1. During the 


ders and Decrees of the Grand Conſiſtory ſhould be put in execution. 
2, Next upon any Exigent intervening, they bave the power, by their 
influence upon all the Presbyteries in the. Kingdom, to make them 
go which way they thought fir for their own ends, both to make the 
Miniſters preach their ſenſe, and to work with all the people to be- 
lieve, the poſtures of affairs in Church and State were as they inform- 


 rnterim betwixt two Aſſemblies, they have truſt to ſee that all the Or-. 


ed and repreſented them. 3. Thirdly, here were all things prepared 


for the next great meeting of the General Aſſembly. 

By theſe means things projected were effected. This way the Queen 
Regent was put from Her Regency. This way Queen Mary was ex- 
pulſed Scorland. This way King James His captivity at Ruther was 
found to be good ſervice. This way that Noble Duke of Lenox, Eſme, 
was made a Papiſt, and the King forced to abandon him, and he to 
depart the Kingdomin Winter being ſick, and ſhortly after died in 
France, By this means, if Ibe not deceived, was that infamous day 
the 17 of December, Anno 1596. ( atro ſignanda lapillo ) renowned ſor 
a moſt horrid Infurreftion in Edenburgh againſt Ring James and His 
prime Counſellors, I beg leave to give you a ſhort account of it. 

King James whileſt He was King of Scorland, by all forraign Kings 
Princes and States, was admired for His extraordinary Royal En- 
dowments. Ambaſſadors from many beyond Seas at the ſame time and 
almoſt conſtantly, were with him. The ſmalneſs of the patrimony of 
that Crown, was not able to maintain that Royal deportment He 
kept. Beſides, being too too Royally liberal and magnificent, His 
Coffers were empty, and at this time ſcarce was His Majeſty able to 
maintain the neceſſary charge of His houſe in that meaſure which was 
ſuitable to ſo Royala King. Torectihe this, the King with the ad- 
vice of His Councel, entruſted: with all his Rents, Revenues, and 


Caſualties Eight prime men of good worth and integrity, Officers 


of State, Counſellors and Judges. This was done that all might be 


rightly regulated, and before all things His' Tables at” Court kept 
| G 2 like 
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likea Kings, that forraign Ambaſſadors might not eſpy any want 
which might derogate from the Honour of King and Kingdom. The 
ordinary Tables of the Court were regulated z the Courtiers daily 
allowance was re-trenched ; which they could not away with. They 
and other diſcontented perſons did reproachfully call theſe men, The 
Otftavians. They who grumbled at this, and would right themielves, 
to gain their intendment, hit upon the ordinary and ſafeſt way ; that 
was, to begin with the Church. They inform, The forraign Ambaſſa- 
Cors did work upon the King to turn Papiſt: it was like they would 


prevail ; for theſe Oftaviens were all ſuch in their hearts, and di(- 


ſembled only in profeſſing to keep a communion with the Proteſtant 
Church ; if tholc were not removed from the King, and good men 
put about him, Religion, Kingdom, and all were undone. When 
this had been often informed and ſuggeſted, early in the morning on 
the 17 of December, three of the King% domeſtick Servants came to 
Mr. Walter BalcanquaPs houſe-; The Miniſtery of Edenburgh, and 
others Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly, with ſome of the beſt 
Chriſtians of Ederburgh are ſent for, they meet there. The King's 
Servants inform that all was undone, if they did not in time and 
ſpeedily prevent ; for the Marqueſs of Funtly, ( this was the late 
Marqueſs who came occaſionally the Night before to Court ; and 
it is. true he was Popiſh , but God knows he was frec of what he was 
charged with ) ſay they, was with the King till twelvea Clock at 
Night in his Bed-chamber yeſter-night ; it is reſolved upon to re- 
erect Popery ; and ſo, many of your beſt Citizensand Chriſtians are 
to be ſeized upon; ſome to be ſent to Blackneſs, ſome to Innerneſs, 
{ome to Dwrbritren, &c. T he caſe was apprehended in that zeal which 
hecame the cauſe. The reſolution taken, was, that Mr. Walter Bal- 
catquel being to preach that very day in the Chancel of Saint Gztes 
Church, which th:y call the little Church, after Sermon and Prayer 
done, he ſhould delire all good Brethren and Chriſtians to meet im- 
mediarely forthwith there for the good of Church and Religion. No- 
blemen, Gentlemen, Preachers, Burgeſles, all who affected the good 
cauſe d:d meet. Mr. Robert Bruce was appointed by common conſent 
Moderator. It islaid open in what caſe Church and Religion, State 
and Kinedom are , the urgent inſtant neceſlity is made to appear. 
The reſult of the determination was, that preſently they go to Arms: 
and by holy force, to pull from the King's fide thoſe Popiſh Oftavi- 
ars : That aLetter be written tq John Lord Marqueſs of Hamilton 
to come to Edenburgh, to be Captain of the Corgregation , and in » 
gar 
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gard the king had made defection from the true Religion, He being 
the neareſt of the blood ſhould come and take the Government upon 
him. Iknow the juſt Copy of this Letter is extant tothis day. They 
run to Arms, the word is, The Sword of the Lord and Gideon, The 
good King was in the place of Juſtice; the prime of the Oftavians 
with him ; hearing ſomething of the uproar and tumult, by a ſecret 
paſſage, he and ſome other go up to the Exchequer-houſe over head. 
A great Lord was Head of the Congregation, he and ſome others 
came Commitſioners to the King, were admitted, demanded thoſe 
Oftavians to juſtice, the King asked this Lord, How durſt he againſt 
His Authority, His Laws, His Proclamation, keep unlawful Meetings 
at Edenburgh( for the King before had diſcharged the meeting of 
thoſe Commiſſioners of Aſſembly, or any other meeting whatſoever * 
without his Royal Warrant. ) The Lord, with courage in zeal toa 
a good Cauſe,told the Kingzthat he ſhould ſee ere long, they durſt do 
more. The Lord,or ſome other, taketh hold of one of the Oftavians 
Gown, who was Preſident of Sefſion; but he pulleth his Gown out 
of his hand , and conveyeth himſelf down to the houſe where the 
Lords did fit in Judgment. In fine, the King and Lords were forced, 
to ſhun the danger of this tumultuary- InſurreCtion, to cloſe up the 
Doors, and ſome to ſtand with their Swords drawn if any ſhould offer 
violence to break up the Doors. Some good Subjects, eſpecially 4- 
lexander Home of Northborwick for the time Provoſt of Edenburgh, 
and Roger Mackmarh ( whom King James ordinarily called his Bai- 
ly ) with others well diſpoſed and Loyally affected Subjects, and 
namely the Hammermen riſe up in Arms for the King, who partly by 
ſmooth words, and partly by threats, huſht and houſed the Factious. 
and Seditious. The King came out of the place of Judicatory, and on 
foot, attended with many Nobles, Gentlemen, and other good Sub- 
jets, came to His Palace . at Halyrude-heuſe in peace : where im- 
mecdiately in the Afternoon, he convened His Prjvy-councel, and by 
his Wiſdom and Authority ſo repreiſed and puniſhed that Inſolency, 
that all*the time of his Reign, the like Barbarous treacherous courſe 
was never attempted. Ihope you are-the more apt to believe this, 
when you remember, What a Petition or Declaration was preſented 
to Queen Elizabeth at Greenwich, Anno 1582. to remove from Her 
Service and Truſt ſuch as they know were not well affected to the 
Religion and Church. 
Sir, I could make, it appear how all Seditions almoſt and Rebelli- 


ons in that Kingdom, haye been ſet afoot or fomented by this Go- 
vernment 
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vernment Presbyterian : How neighbourly-Feuds have been increa- 
{ed anden:ertained: How Moneys collected for the relief and ſup- 
port of Geneva, were by the chief Gamaliels and Presbyters intervert- 
cd, imployed to raile and pay Souldiers to aid and afliſt the Earl 
of Both;yel and his Complices in Rebellion againſt the King. I fear 
_ wearied you already ; the Subject is everlaſting, and I am weary 
of it. 

If L ſhould give account of the late practiſes and tenets of this late 
Convenant, it were potſible to let you ſee that it hath far exceeded 
all the miſchief ever their fore-fathers did, although they tread in 
the ſame footſteps. The reaſon why l have ſpared it, is not I feared 
ity I hope to diſcover it ſometime to the World by anatomiſing it 
fully. Next, I hope, you have cſpied the Noble paſlages of it ; and 
are {ufficiently confirmed, that nothing can be more deſtruCtive of 
Monarchy, and the peace of any Government. To ſhut up all, give 
me leave 11 the cloſe to give the Articles of their Apoſtatical Creed 
inconſiſtent with Monarchy ; which they hold as the Twelve Articles 
of the Apoſtolical Symbol, I will touch only the prime of thoſe; 
for their other Articles, they are ſo many and of ſo vaſt an extent , a- 
bounding in Negatives , that as King Fares faith well, He that would 
keep them is not able to keep them in his Brain, but muſt keep them in 
2 Table-book. 


The Articles of the Dogmatical Presbyterian Faith, inconſiſtent 
with Monarcby. 


I. S I have ſaid before; They preach and maintain that the 
Church is the Houſe of God, the Civil Policy and Goycrn- 
ment are only the Hangings. 

2. Next they belicve, All Miniſters are pars conſortio hovorss & po- 
teſtaris predits, that there mult bea parity in the Church. Joyn theſe 
. two together, and you havea fair way for Democracy. 

*%3, They vindicate to themſelves and their Conſiſtory, a ſoveraign, 
compleat, univerſal, independent power in all things ſpiritual that 
concern Salvation, they have not only the direQive power but the Le- 
giſlative alſo; and all temporal things in order to ſalvation and Re- 
l:gion come within the Verge of their Scepter. All Soveraign Power, 
( whereſoever you fix it, whether in oze, as in a Monarchy ; or in 
». few, as in an Ariſtocracy ; or in many, or all, by viciſſitudinary turns) 
have only the Executive power to do as they command, and is bound 

| tO 
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to preſerve by its Power, Laws, and Arms, their ſacred and celeſtial 
Privitedges and Soveraignty. 

4+ Whatſoever Laws civilly exacted by Kings or Parliament they 
concieve to be againſt the Laws of the Kingdom of Chriſt, by their 
native proper intrinſecal right immediately derived from Chriſt, they 
may repeal and make yoid, diſcharge the Subject to obey them. They 
may decree not only difterent Laws of their own from the ſtanding 
Laws of the Kingdom, but contrary, contradictory and deſtructive - 
of them. And have withal ſo much coaCtive power, that if obedience 
be denicd to the Laws of this Soveraignty, they can deſtroy the Souls 


of the Subjects, by delivering them over to Satar. 


5. No Miniiter preaching in Pulpit, Sedition or Treaſon, or railing 
at King, Councel, the prime Judges, 1s accountable, or puniſhable 
by King Parliament, Councel or any Judicatery whatſoever ; But 
from all, he may appcal to the Sanhedrim and Confiſtory as the ſole 
and proper competent Judge. | 

6. What Corroboration or civil confirmation or Sanftion they de- 
mand of the King, which he is able to do civilly ( for they will give 
him no formal intereſt in any ſacred or religious thing) He is bound 
to Grant it, and to obey them as Chrifts immediate Vice-gerents,, 
otherwiſe they may Excommunicate him. - | I 

7. Reformation and Preſervation of Religion, eſpecially to pre- 
ſcribe the way and Orders for Reformation is ſolely theirs. 

8. TheKing isbound to put their Orders in execution , but if nei- 
ther He, nor His Councel, nor His Parliament will do it, the inferior 
Judges, the Nobles, the Commons, nay, every individual man to his 
utmoſt power, at their direction, are bound to doit. 

9, That they may without warrant of Supream Authority Aſſemble 
where and when they will, for God and Chriſt's Cauſe and for the Li- 
berty and Peace of Subject and Kingdom in ordine ad ſpiritualia; and 
there they may Covenant together, ſwear, and ſubſcribe for the Glory 
of God, the advancement of Religion, and conſpire and combine in 
a mutual defence one of another in this holy Cauſe and League. . 

10, They teach and maintain, that all Soveraignty and Majeſty in 
a King is originally, immediately, and properly derived from the 
Community, and that only by way of a fiduciary truſt ; ſo that it is ha- 
bitually and radically ſtill in the people, and the King hath no greater 
portion or proportion than He hath by the firſt popular fundamental 
Conſtitntion. And in ca of deficiency, the colleftive body may ſup- 


ply in Church or State the defeRs of His Government, For Male-ad- 
miniſtration 
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miniſtration the King is cenſurable; For enormous Errours He is depo- 
fable, and they may diſ-inherit His Poſterity. 

11, Thartadeſenſive War is lawful againſt a bad King, or a weak 
King ſeduced by Malignant Councel. 

12. They may oppoſe and reſiſt all his Officers and Commiſſioners 
by force and violence, if they come to execute His illegal Commands. 
And if He will be fo obſtinate that He will come in Arms againit 
theſe good Chriſtians, they reſiſt not His Authority, but His Will: nor 
His Othce, but His Perſon. 

Beſides, their praCtice, upon theſe grounds, is to bring all Caſes, all 
Cauſes, under their Cognition and Judgment, ſub formulitare ſcandal: ; 
by which the King is robbed of His Sacred Prorogative; The Judges 
of their Authority , anc all Subjects of their Right and Quiet. The 
reſt of their Extravagant Maxims, inconſiſtent with Monarchy and 
the peace of Government, are reduceable to theſe Heads. More than 
this you deſire not. es 

Sir, being infinitely obliged to you, and honouring you much for 
your worth and excellent parts, curſorily and haſtily, 1 have written 
this anſwer to you. Not intending thereby to reproach any perſon 
particulary whatſoever, but to lay open to the World how dafige- 
rous a Government this is, not only tor Monarchy, bnt for all Go- 
vernments whatſoever : and that our.eyes being opened we may 
chooſe rather to endure any torment temporary,than to enter into this 
treacherous and damnable Covenant, deſtruttive of Religion, King, 
Church, Peace of all, and the Liberty of the SubjeQ. To ſwear to theſe 
things as eſtabliſhed De jure divino, and to put on poor people to act 
Treaſon and Rebellion, making them believe they are Confeſſors 
and Martyrs. If this give you any ſatisfaction, I have whatlI deſire : 
If you doubt of the truth of any thing, I hope lam able to make all 
here good by faithful and authentick Records,or Teſtimony of ſuch as 
2re warthy of trult. I pray you keep it for your own ule only , for l 
ſhould be loath any but a Friend ſee it, it is ſo rudely done, but I 
dare ſay, truly and faithfully. 

God fave his Church from this Scourge, and give us Peace and 
Truth, which ſhall be the daily prayer of 


TY our poor Friend and 


obliged Servant. 


